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The Child Study (Jido Kenkyu) and
Heizaburo Takashima:
“For Ye Are Living Poems’

Miyako lida

Abstract

Heizaburo Takashima, who initiated child study at the end of 19th century in Japan has
not been well-known even in the history of Japanese psychology. His child study has
not been taken seriously in academic circles due to the fact that he was self-taught.
However, the journal, The Child Study (Jido Kenkyu), principally published by
Takashima, enlightened academics and the general public on the scientific study of
children. Consequently, the journal gave birth to specialized fields focusing on
children in modern Japan. His activities with child study were firmly supported by
Yujiro Motora, a student of G. Stanley Hall. This article shows how child study is
relevant to the introduction of modern Japanese psychology and presents Takashima's
theories on mental development.

Japan's first monthly periodical on children, The Child Study (Jido Kenkyu)® was
published on Nov. 3, 1898. That was two years before general elementary schools
(ages 6-10) became compulsory (Shimabukuro, 1990, p.85). The journa was started
by three young scholars, Heizaburo Takashima (1865-1946), Kojiro Matsumoto (1870-
1932), and Masatsugu Tsukahara (1872-1946). Thejournal consisted of psychological,
physical, educational, social, ethical, ethnic, medical, and law studies. It contains
information from inside and outside of Japan, all of which dealt with children. Writers
and readers ranged from professors to parents in general. Researchers published
articles, and readers wrote about their opinions and questions regarding the articles.
Researchers asked for specific research materials, and readers sent those materials if

they were available. In this way, the division between writers and readers became
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blurred. The journal was a useful tool for constructive communication.

Takashima played a central role as the director of the Educational Research
Institute (Kyoiku Kenkyujo) which published The Child Study (Jido Kenkyu).
Takashima acted as the editor and as a scholar for continuing publication of the journal
with the help of Matsumoto and Tsukahara. In 1902, the journal was recognized by
many academic scholars and the number of earnest general readers increased. At that
point, contributors to the journal became organized as an academic society. Since
1903, the journa has been published by the Japanese Child Research Society (Nihon
Jido Kenkyukai), later renamed the Japanese Paidology Society (Nihon Jido Gakkai) in
May 1912. The term paidology (Jidogaku) was originated by Oscar Chrisman (1855-
1929), an American psychologist and student of G. Stanley Hall (1844-1924). The
word comes from the combination of paido (child) and logy (study) in Greek
(Kurahashi, 1912, p.16).

The first president of the Japanese Child Research Society was Yujiro Motora
(1858-1912). Motora was the first Japanese student to get a Ph.D. under Hall at Johns
Hopkins University in 1888. He became the first psychologist in Japan to lecture on
psychophysics at the Imperial University of Tokyo, later renamed the University of
Tokyo (Kodama, 1994, p.299). Motora wrote about the necessity of psychological
study for the understanding of children in his congratulatory address in the first
publication of the journal (Motora, 1898, editorial column). The Japanese Child
Research Society was started by academic councilors including psychologists, medical
doctors, pedagogists, and ethnologists.

The Child Sudy (Jido Kenkyu) became established as the journal of the academic
society and published articles in specialized fields such as: psychology, child
psychology, pedagogy, educational pathology, educational hygienics, school hygienics,
pediatrics, physiology, and special pedagogy. The activities of the Japanese Child
Research Society were introduced in the American Journal of Psychology (1909,
p.156; see Appendix A). According to the report of the eighth annual meeting of the
Japanese Paidology Society held in 1913, the number of members was 1,132 and the
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Appendix A
Description of the Japanese Child Research Society
noted in the American Journal of Psychology

156 NOTES

NOTES

THE CONGRESS OF THE JAPANESE SOCIETY FOR CHILD
STUDY

The Japanese Society for Child Study, which was established twenty
years ago and was recently re-organized, held its congress on May 1o
and 11, 1508, at the Imperial University of Tokio with an attendance
of about 250 members of various callings, school teachers, physicians,
psychologists, ministers, criminologists, lawyers, etc. Dr. Y. Motora,
Professor of Psychology in the University and President of the Society,
spoke, in his address, on the purpose of the society and of its past
services. Papers were presented by the members on the following
subjects: K. Sugawara—On the zsthetic feelings of school girls for
cherry blossoms. Dr. S. Warashina—On hysteria in infancy. I.
Miabe—On backward children inthe commonschools. 8. Sawaki—On
psychopathic feeble-mindedness. G. Roseki—On the mental states of
school children. ¥. Ohara—On vacation colonies. Dr. S. Kurahashi
—Children and poetry. A Sennichi—On the heredity of myopia,
Kishibe—The crying of children and its treatment. Dr. K. VYoshida
—New view-points of child study in Germany. F. Mayeda—Mimetic
expressions of the child. Dr. T. Ishiwara—DMental development of
the child. Dr. I. Shimoda—Children in the city and in the country.
N. Miyamoto—Convulsions in children. Dr. H. Takashima-—On the
influence of pedagogy upon the mental states of youth. Dr. ¥. Fuji-
kawa—On mnervousness in infancy. Dr. A. Miyake—On criminal
youth as result of disease. Dr. S. Asoh—Present condition of the
higher education of women in Furope. Dr. T. Yamada—On ‘the

uestion of overtaxation. Dr. T. Fukurai—‘‘Isolated’ psychical

unctions. Dr. Y. Motora—On mental gymnastics. Dr, H. Miyake—
Some remarks on child study.
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circulation of the journal was 20,300 per year (“Nihon Jido Gakkai,” 1913, p.414).
The Child Study (Jido Kenkyu) was published until 9 months before the end of World
War(d . Thejournal resumed publication in September 1946 and continues today.

The Child Study (Jido Kenkyu) and Psychology

The Child Study (Jido Kenkyu) was first published on Nov.3, 1898. However
tracing the origin of the journal, it can be dated back to the Japanese Educational
Research Society (Nihon Kyoiku Kenkyukai) which was organized in 1890. The
Japanese Educational Research Society, the oldest organization on child research in
Japan, was founded under Masakazu Toyama (1848-1900), Y ujiro Motora, Naibu
Kanda (1857-1923), and Heizaburo Takashima (Takashima, 1911, introductory
remarks, p.12; Takeuchi, 1972, p.352). The purpose of the society is summarized as:

The Japanese Educational Research Society researches the psychology of
Japanese children and applies the results to education, especially teaching
methods, such as the relationship between quantity of knowledge and time for
class, subject arrangement, and the degree of physical and mental development of

children. (cited in Takashima, 1898, p.10)

Up until then, teaching methods had been imported from Western conventions.
The society insisted that original psychological studies should be done on Japanese
children and these should not be simply copies of Western studies (cited in Takashima,
1898, p.10). Later, Toshihide Shinoda (1857- unknown) joined the society and
brought one of Hall's questionnaires for children with him. The society translated it
into Japanese, adjusted it, and distributed it to parties concerned with childhood
education. This was the first attempt at scientific study of children in Japan

(Takashima, 1898, p.11). However, the collection of data was limited and only the
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results collected by Takashima were announced in a journal (Takashima, 1894a,
1894b, 1894c, 1894d, 1894e, 1894f). Shortly after publication of Takashima's results,
the Japanese Educational Research Society ceased to exist.

In 1895, the Child Research Association (Jido Kenkyu Kumiai) was created by
members of the Great Japanese Educational Society (Dai Nihon Kyoikukai), later
renamed the Imperial Educational Society (Teikoku Kyoikukai), for child study
(Takashima, 1897, p.24). The purpose of the association was almost the same as
described by the Japanese Educational Research Society and summarized as:

Psychology is the basis of pedagogy, and to study the psychology of Japanese
children scientifically is important to the establishment of Modern Japanese
Education. Concrete psychological studies of Japanese children should be done
broadly and immediately. (cited in Takashima, 1898, pp.12-13)

The 1890s can be said to be a preparation period for conducting psychological
studies of Japanese children. Although this decade saw the organization of the
Japanese Educational Research Society and the Child Research Association, actual
child studies were not conducted effectively. In those days, in Japan, psychology was
not a science of the mind, rather it had the practical role of helping to determine
educational methods and content: teaching methods, arrangement of subjects, contents
for teaching, and length of classes.

Looking at the history of Japanese education, in 1886, the first Minister of
Education in Japan, Arinori Mori (1847-1889) established laws dealing with
elementary schools, junior high schools (general junior high schools and higher junior
high schools), teachers’ schools, and imperial universities. A formal educational
system was thus created. In 1890, the Imperial Rescript on Education (Kyoiku
Chokugo) was promulgated by the Emperor Meiji. Copies were reverently distributed
to all elementary schools. In the name of the Emperor, all Japanese were indoctrinated

with the Emperor's vision of education (Shimabukuro, 1990, pp.80-81).Elementary
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schools were established throughout the country but concrete educational contents and
methods had not yet been established. Under these circumstances, psychology
appeared as a necessary and attractive applied science to lead to development of
educational methods and content. Initially, the Ministry of Education adopted
American teaching methods in Japanese teachers’ schools without significant
adaptation. Sheldon's objective lessons were explained as explorations of the mind
(Wakabayashi & Shirai, 1883) and were spread to teachers as the basis of teaching in
Japan (Takashima, 1898, p.9). In 1887, Emil Hausknecht (1853-1927), a German
Herbartian scholar, became a professor at Imperial University and spread Herbart's
pedagogy to Japan. Herbart's pedagogy put emphasis on the purpose of education
being promotion of ethics and the method of education as being structured by
psychology (Kinoshita, 1994, p.123). The Child Study (Jido Kenkyu) was born out of
these circumstances.

Five years after the first issue was published, the statement below was printed in

large text on the cover of the first monthly issue of Vol.6.

This journal is published as the journal of the Japanese Child Research Society
and aims to study the function and the principle of the human (male and female)
growth process up to adult, both physiologically and psychologically, and to apply
this knowledge to education, ethics, pathology, and philosophy.

This description shows that the subjects of child study extended from birth to
adulthood. Nowadays, children are defined as elementary school boys and girls from 6
to 12 years of age. However in those days, the Japanese Child Research Society
determined that childhood includes the embryonic stage (from conception to birth),
infancy (ages 0-3), early childhood (ages 3-10), boyhood and girlhood (ages 10-15),
and adolescence (ages 15-25) (Takashima, 1914a, pp.8-12).

Especially for Takashima as the editor, The Child Study (Jido Kenkyu) deals with
all changes seen from the time of cell-cleavage after conception to the peak of physical
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growth. Although the journal bears the simple name Child Study, it deals with highly
complex human developmental studies from birth to adolescence. Thus, The Child
Sudy (Jido Kenkyu) is considered as the first journal published about developmental
psychology in Japan. Still now, many people, including many scholars, misunderstand
thetitle Child Study. Takashimawas not strictly a child psychologist. Later in hislife,
Takashima wrote a book regarding psychology in adults and older people (Takashima,
1920). Therefore, it can be said that he is the first Japanese psychologist to have paid
attention to physical and mental changes in humans from birth to death.

Dealing with primarily human development, The Child Study (Jido Kenkyu)
introduced studies related to children from a variety of fields such as: physiology,
medicine, law, education, ethnology, religion, and ethics to both academics and the
general public who were concerned with education.

Takashima spread the scientific study of children not only within the country but
also abroad. In the journal, original letters from several famous American scholars
were printed in both English versions and their Japanese trandlations. This shows that
Takashima managed The Child Sudy (Jido Kenkyu) from an international perspective.
These letters are important documents in showing how earnestly both American and
Japanese scholars were involved in child study. Letters were contributed by Stanley
Hall, George T. Ladd (1842-1921), Henry H. Donaldson (1857-1938), Edward W.
Scripture (1864-1943), and Frederick Tracy (1862-1951). The letter from Hall seems
to have had left a particular impression on Takashima. Later, Takashima referred to
Hall's words and used them to illustrate his own approach to child study. In an
editorial, he stated (Takashima, 1902, p.3) that "child study is a new link between the
university and the kindergarten and is full of practical applications to education” (Hall,
1899, editoria column; see Appendix B).
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Appendix B

Hall's Letter to Takashima
January 20, 18gg.

Mr. Takashima,
Fditor, The Child Study,

My dear Sir,

Permit me to congratulate you on the excellent
appearance of your journal, although to my great tantalization I cannot read
a word of it except through an interpreter.

Child Study to my mind has grown into far larger dimensions than it at
first promised. As I understand it, it now promises to do eventually for
the human soul what Darwin, Haeckel, and evolution in general have done
for the body. It makes the entrance of developmental study into the field
of mind, and relegates the old philosophies that merely classified faculties—
such as memory, reason, will and imagination—to a place very much like that
to which Darwinism relegated the old museum or classification method of
studying natural history.

The method does not apply merely to children, but to adults. The order
of Plato’s Dialogues, for instance, can never be deternmined save by the ge-
netic method ; and when it is established they will show the growth of a
great mind up to late maturity and the beginning of decline.

The stages of Schelling’s philosophy which have seemed so contradictory
to the systematizers acquire perfect harmony when expressive of the natural
stages of growth. While child study is a new link between the university
and the kindergarten and is full of practical applications to education, it is
essentially a scientiic movement and paralells in a remarkable degree the
growth of embryology since the days of von Baer.

Hoping I may have privilege of pl.'inting a note from you from time to
time in one of my journals, describing the progress of the movement in
Japan,

I am

Very sincerely yours,



Intellectual Roots of Takashima's Psychology

Personal History

Takashima was born on October 1, 1865. The samurai era was drawing to a
close. Modern Japan was about to open her country to the world with the Meiji
Restoration in 1867. He grew up at Fukuyama in Hiroshima prefecture, the western
area of Japan, and was raised as the third son in a family that descended from the
samurai. As his family was not affluent and his father was ill, he was forced to
abandon his formal education after finishing elementary school in order to help his
mother and support his family. Takashima became a teacher at the same school
immediately after graduating. This was the first step toward a life committed to
education. He was only 13 years old at that time. While teaching at the elementary
school, Takashima learned Chinese poetry, arithmetic, and English from three
excellent scholars in his rural hometown. Having gained the experience of teaching at
his school, he went on to become a schoolmaster at another elementary school when he
was 19 years old. He moved to Tokyo to become a teacher at Tokyo Upper Teachers
School at 22 years of age. The following year, he became a teacher of school
(Gakushuin) for the children of noble families, and continued teaching there until he
was 31 years old. One of his students at that time was Y oshihito, the Emperor Meiji's
son and future Emperor Taisho. During his 8 years at Gakushuin, Takashima received
constant academic stimulation through his meetings with prominent scholars. One of
the scholars was Y ujiro Motora. Takashima regarded Motora as his academic mentor,
and regarded Hall as his teacher's teacher (Takashima, 1924, p. 427). Takashima
became one of founders of the Japanese Educational Research Society when he was
25, and then of the Child Research Association when hewas 30. At 31 years of age, he
was invited to the Nagano Teachers School as a teacher but he resigned one year later.
He returned to Tokyo and worked as a textbook editor. At 33, Takashima published
The Child Study (Jido Kenkyu) with Matsumoto and Tsukahara. This was the first

concrete scientific study towards understanding children in Japan.
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Takashima's activities were not the exclusive domain of educationa institutions.
He was a scholar who did not belong to only one specific school or organization.
Takashima was a rare individual who was able to survive as a scholar without a
background in higher education and without belonging to an academic clique. Heis
still often referred to as a nonacademic researcher within the history of Japanese
psychology (Kiuchi, 1993, p.22).

After the Japanese Child Research Society grew out of The Child Sudy (Jido
Kenkyu), Takashima began to lecture on psychology, pedagogy, child psychology, and
physical education at Japan Women's University, Toyo University, and Rissho
University. He worked in private education, discussing the reform of delinquents at
meetings which were organized by the Ministry of Home Affairs. He also conducted
meetings for various branches of the Japanese Child Research Society. When he was
61, he went to an international Boy Scouts conference held at Kandersteg in
Switzerland as a representative of Japan. Taking advantage of this occasion, he visited
to 20 countries before returning to Japan. During his travels, he met and talked to
famous scholars such as: Inazo Nitobe (pedagogist; 1862-1933) in Geneva (Takashima,
1927, p.167), Sigmund Freud (psychoanalyst; 1856-1939) in Vienna, Max Wertheimer
(psychologist; 1880-1943) in Berlin (Takashima, 1928a, p.246), William Stern
(psychologist; 1871-1938) in Hamburg (Takashima, 1928b, p.279), and Hideyo
Noguchi (bacteriologist; 1876-1928) in New Y ork (Takashima, 1928c, pp.319-320).

After this trip, he visited the U.S. on two other occasions at the request of the
Japanese Ministry of Education, first in order to observe the U.S. system of education
at the age of 63, and then to observe American social education when he was 65.
During the first of these two trips, he gave a question and answer style lecture on the
identity of the second generation of Japanese-Americans to an assembly of about 750
Japanese immigrantsin Seattle. Here he advised Japanese-Americans on how to adjust
to life in America and how to cope with the event of war between America and Japan
(Takashima, 1929, pp.69-70). Takashima was the first scholar to carefully consider the

problems of Japanese-Americans.
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Takashima was raised in a devout Christian environment. It was written that he
was very much influenced by Christianity (Uchida, 1940, p.168) and his mother could
recite every verse in the Bible (cited in Inose, 1940a, p.5). However, despite his
Christian upbringing, Takashima devoted himself to Buddhism in his later life.
Takashima's book titled Nichiren, the Saint in the Light of Psychology (Shinrigaku jo
yori mitaru Nichiren Shonin) (1914b) analyzed the life of Nichiren, a 13th century
Buddhist priest, in developmental stages. Interestingly, thistitleis extremely similar to
the book written by Hall, Jesus, the Chrigt, in the Light of Psychology (1917).

After the end of the war, the policies of the American occupational forces took
effect. Under these policies, the Japanese Ministry of Education black-listed
Takashima due to alleged right-wing activities with the University Professors Union
(Daigaku Kyoju Renmei) (“Daigaku Kyoju,” 1946, p.3 [2]). Strangely enough, that
was three months after his death. As far as examining Takashima's writings, any
nationalistic ideology has not been found (Kiyama & Kojima, 1991, p.32). Takashima
died at the age of 81 years.

He is the author of 40 books and more than 160 papers. His landmark writings
are Educational Psychology (Kyoikuteki Shinrigaku) (1900), Child Sudy Applied to
Education (Kyoiku ni oyo shitaru Jido Kenkyu) (1911), and Elements of Psychology
(Shinrigaku Koyo) (1926).

Philosophical Roots

Historically, the origin of Japanese experimental psychology came from Stanley
Hall in America through his student, Y ujiro Motora, in 1888 (Kodama, 1994, p.298).
However, the 1869 edition of Mental Philosophy: Including Intellect, Sensibilities, and
Will (1857) written by Joseph Haven (1816-1874) was translated into Japanese and
introduced to Japan in 1878 by Amane Nishi (philosopher, enlightenment thinker;
1829-1897). At present, this book is considered to be the first to introduce psychology
to Japan (Takashima, 1903, pp.9-10; see also Ota, 1997, pp.20-24; Sato, 1997, pp.11-

14). Additionally, before Motora's introduction of Hall's ideas, many prominent
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Japanese scholars had studied psychology as an aspect of philosophy.

It is not definitely known how Takashima acquired knowledge of psychology in
his younger days in the countryside, but it can be assumed from the style of poetry he
wrote at the time that he was influenced by three prominent scholars: Masakazu
Toyama (philosopher, pedagogist, poet), Ryokichi Y atabe (botanist, pedagogist, poet;
1851-1899), and Tetsujiro Inoue (philosopher, pedagogist, poet; 1855-1944). All three
were born and raised at the end of the samurai era, and studied during the birth of
modern Japan. They were great intellectuals who brought Western knowledge,
especialy socia and cultural enlightenment, to Japan. Toyama graduated from the
University of Michigan in 1876 (Takahashi, 1985, p.417) and Y atabe graduated from
Cornell University in the same year (Sato, 1985, p.593). Inoue studied under Wilhelm
Wundt (1832-1920) at Leipzig University in 1885 (Hasegawa, 1985, p.105). The three
published an anthology entitled Shintaishi sho that consists of Japanese trandations of
Western poems (Shakespeare, Longfellow, Tennyson, Gray, C. Kingsley, et al.)
alongside their own poems in 1882. These poems represented a new style of
expressing idess and feelings freely through poetry. This was the origin of modern
Japanese poetry. Toyama and Y atabe popularized Romanized Japanese (Romaji) as
the method of writing Japanese according to pronunciation. Romanized Japanese
makes words, especially those from foreign languages, easier to express and
understand (Showa Joshi Daigaku Kindai Bungaku Kenkyushitsu, 1956, pp.85, 224-
225). Through this style of poetry, Takashima spent his younger days expressing his
thoughts and feelings. Thisis apparent through Takashima s poems written at the age
of 18 such as: “The Song of Psychology (Sinrigaku no Uta)”, “The Song of Philosophy
(Tetsugaku no Uta)”, and “The Song of Logic (Ronrigaku no Uta)” (cited in Inose,
1940b, pp.102-107).

Takashima's belief in freedom, free will, and his adoration of children (future of
human beings) evolved amid the incredible changes taking place between old Japan
and new Japan, the samurai era and the Meiji era, and a predetermined hierarchical

system of social positions and the newly emerging egalitarian sentiments.
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Undoubtedly, Takashima learned about psychology from the books written by
philosophers such as Inoue and Toyama who brought new knowledge of human beings
to Japan. Later, Takashima would meet Inoue and Toyama through mutual
involvement in the field of child study. There are two English phrases that Takashima
repeatedly used in reference to children in his writings. One is “For ye are living
poems’, which is a part of the poem entitled “Children” by Henry W. Longfellow
(1857) which was trandlated to Japanese by Yatabe (1882), and later retranslated by
Takashima in his own words (1899, the first page). The second quotation is “The
Child is Father of the Man”, part of William Wordsworth’s “My heart leaps up when |
behold” (1807). Takashima translated and entitled this poem “Rainbow (Niji)” (1910,
preface, pp.8-9). These two phrases are indicative of Takashima's devotion to children,

which paved the way for child study.

Psychological Roots

Takashima was heavily influenced by the work of four scholars: Immanuel Kant
(1724-1804), Whilhelm Wundt, Stanley Hall, and Y ujiro Motora.

The influence of Immanuel Kant and Whilhelm Wundt. Takashima divides the
mind into intellect, feeling, and will as advocated by Kant.? According to Takashima,
these “three divisions of one mind” function together (Takashima, 1900, p.29, 1926,
p.61). Of his 15 books regarding psychology and child study, the last chapter of 3 bear
the title “the law of psychology”. These chapters are divided into sections on “the law
of relationship” and “the law of development”, a structure developed by Wundt
(1896/1899). Thisindicates that Takashima applied Wundt's theories of psychology to
his own explanations of mental function. In these theories, mental function was
divided into the elements of sense and simple feeling. Takashima consistently utilized
structuralist approach in his explanations of mental function.

The influence of Immanuel Kant and Stanley Hall. Takashima writes about three
developmental classes or stages for explaining the qualitative changes seen during

specific periods of life. In his early work Educational Psychology (Kyoikuteki
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Shinrigaku) (1900), he explains mental development by applying Kant's concepts of
sense, understanding, and reasoning to a psychological model. These terms shows the
qualitative higher changes in mentality as described by Kant (Suzuki, 1971, p.8).
Later, in Lectures of Child Psychology (Jido Shinri Kowa) (1909), Takashima explains
the development of play through Hall's recapitul ation theory. In this work, Takashima
asserts that a small child prefers to play alone with primitive things such as water, soil,
or stones. As the child gets older, he or she prefers to play in a group under the
guidance of regulating rules in games, such as cards, baseball, or football. In his later
work Elements of Psychology (Shinrigaku Koyo) (1926), he explicitly emphasizes
developmental class. The names of classes differ slightly from before. Sense class
corresponds to the child's development from infancy to the first half of early childhood
(ages 0-7). Vorstellung (ided) class corresponds to the period from the latter half of
early childhood to boyhood and girlhood (ages 7-15). Thought class corresponds to
adolescence (ages 15-25).

The influence of Yujiro Motora. The Child Sudy (Jido Kenkyu) included a variety
of studies which extended to many fields. After Motora became president of the
Japanese Child Research Society, his experimental studies were published repeatedly
in the journal. Of particular note, Motora discussed an attention training instrument
that he devised which successfully improved the responses of slow learners in
elementary schools (1900a, 1900b, 1900c, 1909; see Appendix C). He was the first to
apply experimental studies to education for handicapped children in Japan (Osaka,
1996). Under Motora' s guidance, the journal also published articles related to child
social problems such as: mental retardation, physical disability, vagrancy, juvenile
delinquency, illegal labor, and abuse victims.

The range of issues explored in the journal led to the establishment of specialized
academic fields: educational psychology, child psychology, clinical psychology,
special education, school hygiene, educational pathology, and social welfare.
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Appendix C

Diagram of Motora’s attention training device

ogbood ooogo

Development of I ntellect, Feeling, and Will

According to Takashima, intellect, feeling, and will are derived from the elements
of sense and simple feeling. Along with physiological stimuli these are at the core of
mental function. The combination of sense and simple feeling brings out the reflexes
and drive seen in primitive will. The basis of mental function (intellect, feeling, and
will) is developed from infancy to thefirst half of early childhood. Due to emphasis on
sense as the most important mental element, Takashima labels this period sense class.
From the latter half of early childhood to boyhood and girlhood, the child begins to
perceive the outside world, and that gives rise to concrete ideas. Memory and
imagination are facilitated through the process of association. Accompanying ideas,
personal emations (e.g., fear, joy) and social emotions (e.g., sympathy, envy) appear as
complex feelings. The individua's desire begins to correspond to one's purpose or

goal. Due to emphasis on the association of ideas, this period is named vorstellung
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(idea) class. Inthe period of adolescence, avariety of ideas are conceived and begin to
form integrated abstract concepts. As a result, the individual gains the function of
thinking. Aesthetic appreciation such as truth, goodness, and beauty also develop.
Through deliberation, choice, and decision, voluntary will is developed. Due to

emphasis on abstract concepts, this period is named thought class.

Development of Ego

Takashima stated that the development of ego is the formation of Jinkaku.® In
Japanese psychology, Jinkaku was considered to be the highest level of functioning
within the ego such as introspective consciousness, integrity, identity, self decision,
consciousness of responsibility, and free will (Takashima, 1926, pp.464-468; see also
Kobayashi, 1977, p.457). In this light, formation of Jinkaku is intrinsically linked to
the purpose of ethical education. Takashima insisted that studying the development of
€go is an important area of psychology. According to Takashima, ego is the
integration of intellect, feeling, and will, therefore the ego develops through the same
three classes: sense class, vorstellung class, and thought class.

Theego in sense class (ages 0-7). Ego isformed by the senses, especially through
negative physical stimuli. The sense of ego is accordingly formed by resistance to
such stimuli. During infancy, a wide variety of sensory stimuli lead to the adaptation
of muscular function. The development of will parallels the growth of the motor skills.
Through acquired language and the expression of feelings associated with self
preservation, a child widens his or her world. During the first half of early childhood,
a child shows autonomy in all activities and seeks new stimuli. The child will handle
any object that he or she comes into contact with no matter what it is. This facilitates
the distinction between the self and outside objects, and generates awareness about his
or her relationship with the outside world. This helps to form the basis of influencing
the world through one's own volition.

The ego in vorstellung class (ages 7-15). During these years, the ego continues to

develop through the formation of ideas. Whenever the individual experiences pain,
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joy, or is engaged in physical activity, a concrete image of the self is generated, much
like a visage in a mirror or an image in a photograph. From the latter part of early
childhood to boyhood and girlhood, a child's curiosity leads the child to investigate the
world through the careful observation of objects. Through these experiences, the child
attempts to make the outside world part of his or her own. Thisis called the
subjectification of object. The development of desire for possessions and power is the
beginning of a distinction between self and others, and the establishment of self
CONSCiOUSNeSS.

The ego in thought class (ages 15-25). The ego in this class continues it’s
formation through integrity of thought and sophisticated comprehension of the
relationship between the self and the outside world. The characteristics of adolescence
include the subjectification of the ego. The ego concept is formed through the
consolidation of all aspects of the inner self. Due to the distinct characteristics of each
ego, individuality appears clearly during this class. The adolescent establishes his or
her existence through the relationship between self and society.

Nurturing I ndividuality

Takashima regarded individuality as the most important factor in developing one's
potential. Hence, nurturing individuality from infancy should be of utmost importance
for those involved in education. Takashima insisted that each individua is distinct.
The uniqueness of an individual will be instrumental in that person’s social interactions
as he or she grows. Takashima points out that Japanese education does not adequately
nurture individuality.

According to Takashima, individuality is developed through social experiences.
In this way, individuality and sociality are interrelated. A person who lacks
individuality also lacks proper social skills, and the person who is rich in individuality
can socialize easily. From the 1910s to 1920s, the Japanese psychological community
adopted these beliefs as is shown by the subsequent division of individuality tests.

These tests were divided into an intelligence test for measuring intellect and a
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personality test for measuring feeling and will.

Development of Sympathy

In modern psychology, it is difficult to find the word sympathy. Takashima
explained sympathy as the understanding of others based on imagination. He thought
the origin of sympathy could be seen in a baby's smile shortly after birth. He also
explains the development of sympathy through his three developmental classes.

In sense class, a child laughs when his or her mother laughs; a child cries when
his or her mother cries. This kind of sympathy comes from physiological stimulation.
Takashima calls this physiological sympathy.

In vorstellung class, a child begins to observe others' expressions and use his or
her imagination to interpret them. The child can understand others' situations this way.
Takashima calls this psychological sympathy.

In thought class, psychological sympathy is combined with the work of will. The
adolescent thinks how he or she can reduce the pain and increase the happiness of
others. The adolescent shows this through actual conduct or deeds. Takashima calls

this moral sympathy.

The Decline of Child Study

In 1912, the book entitled Elements of Paidology (Jidogaku Koyo) was published
by Motora with 7 other authors. At present, there are no substantial studies of
paidology. However, in those days paidology was practiced and supported by many
scholars. Takashima's form of child study (Motora, 1912, p.9) was assumed to be on
the way to becoming established as a new area of scientific study. And that time,
Motora was the president of the Japanese Child Research Society. Takashima led the
development of child study into systematic paidology aided by Motora’'s strong
support. Unfortunately, after Motora's death, paidology faded from the spotlight.
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Motora's successor as president of the Japanese Child Research Society was Kunika
Katayama (1855-1931). Because Katayama was a medical doctor, the society’s
approach to child study shifted to a medical perspective. This included the study of
mental illness in children, mental retardation of children, and childhood illnesses.
Since Takashima did not have aformal academic base or alma mater as a psychol ogist
and a pedagogist, it was impossible for him to continue as an authoritative voice on
paidology without Motora' s support. Takashima's student, Hiroyuki Seki (1890-1963)
published the book entitled Principles of Paidology: A Child's Body and Mind
(Jidogaku Genri--Jido no Shintai oyobi Seishin--) in 1924, but his work did not surpass
Takashima's child study.

Many contributors to Takashima s Child Study Journal continued to advance their
research in specialized areas outside of paidology. In pedagogy, Kumaji Y oshida
(1874-1964) introduced Meumann’s experimental pedagogy to Japan in 1908, and that
stimulated Iwazo Ototake (1875-1953), Kaison Otsuki (1880-1936), and Sozo
Kurahashi (1882-1955) who advocated the establishment of a specialized field of
educational psychology (Yamamoto, 1987, pp.99-101). Y oshihide Kubo (1883-1942),
who studied under Hall, established the Child Research Institute (Jido Kenkyujo) and
published The Transactions of the Institute for Child Study (Jido Kenkyujo Kiyo) from
1918 t0 1937 (K. Seki, 1959, p.905). He was aso one of the pioneers who adopted and
standardized the intelligence tests developed by Alfred Binet and Lewis M. Terman for
Japanese children (Kodama, 1994, p.300). Kubo's students continued to research child
study from a holistic perspective in the fields of child psychology and educational
psychology at prominent universities (Takemasa, 1949, p.8; Y oda, 1957, preface, pp.1-
2). lronicaly, entitled the obsolete term, Encyclopedia of Paidology (Jidogaku Jiten)
was published by a variety fields of 368 writers in 1972. The form of inclusive child
study practiced by Takashima could not avoid being obscured by academic transition.
However, the spirit of child study has survived and been deeply alive in specialized

fields of children still now.

0760



Child Study asthe Root of Specialized Fields

K. Seki (1959, p.904) has noted that Takashima is a scholar of the school of Hall
in Japan, and that is obvious in Lectures of Child Psychology (Jido Shinri Kowa)
(1909). K. Seki has also evaluated that the book was the very best psychology book
fully devoted to children. However, Takashima's work has been undervalued in
present-day studies (Ishii, 1998; Katoda, 1985; Kiuchi, 1993; Oizumi, 1997). The
dismissal of Takashima's work is generally attributed to the vague parameters of child
study and alack of basic academicism and logic. Further, it is cited that the limitations
of Takashima’'s child study are due to the system of psychology emphasized on
nationalism in which a child's sound development was primarily not sought for his or
her own happiness but for his or her own country.

These findings can indicate the fact that studies regarding children were not
specialized and immature in those days. The findings also signify the process how
child study was developed in Japan 100 years ago, and how Takashima was acting as
midwife (Tsumagari, 1988, p.3): giving birth to specialized academic fields of child
study in modern Japan. At present, studies regarding children are divided into many
specific fields but all can be traced back to the early days of child study.

In fact, Takashima sowed the seeds for the scientific study of children through his
work, The Child Sudy (Jido Kenkyu). He also cultivated the soil for raising the
specialization in each field. That accomplishment should not be ignored.
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Footnotes

1) In the text of this article, Japanese nouns such as: the names of journal titles, book titles, poem
titles, organizations, and ingtitutions are represented by Romanized Japanese (Romaji) and are
enclosed in parentheses except for personal names.

2) The three divisions of mental faculty: intellect, feeling, and will had been discussed separately
by many western philosophers using dialects of their era. In the 18th century, three divisions
of mental faculty were advocated and established by Mendelssohn, Tetens, and Kant. In Japan,
three divisions of mental faculty were generally known with the introduction of Kant's
philosophy by Tetsujiro Inoue.

3) Jinkaku is a word characterized by an ethical quality of a person, which was translated by

Tetsujiro Inoue from the English word personality.
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