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On “The Navy” by Toyoo Iwata

Kumiko Kondo

Japan Times and Advertiser reported as follows on March 7, 1942: Nine War

Heroes Revealed: meet Gallant Death aboard Special Attack Flotilla at Hawaii.
Announcement By Navy Ministry
3 p. m. March 6, 1942

The outstanding achievements attained by the Special Attack Flotilla of special
submarines in the sea battle in Hawaii on December 8, 1941, have been honored in a
citation by the Commander—in—chief of the combined Fleet, which the Navy Minister
has submitted to His Imperial Majesty, the Emperor.

The citation dated February 11, 1942, reads :

“ At the start of the war on December 8 1941, the Special Attack Flotilla, in concert
with the Naval Air Force, struck the main body of the American Pacific Fleet in the
Hawaiian Naval base as the spearhead of the Japanese Naval Force and attained splendid
achievements. The outstanding military service of the Special Attack Flotilla is hereby
specially mentioned, having enhanced as it did both at home and abroad the reputation
of the loyalty of the members of the Imperial Navy, as well as the morale of the entire
service.”

Admiral Tsoroku Yamamoto

Commander-in-chief of the Combined Fleet

“Five vessels of the Japanese Special Attack Flotilla have not returned yet.” These
words were contained in the last paragraph of the famous Imperial Headquarters
announcement on the Battle of Hawaii......

The tradition of the Japanese Navy Officers and men engaged in submarine warfare
has been handed down from the late Lientenant Tsutomu Sakuma, who during the initial
period of Submarine technique nearly 40 years ago, shared the fate of a submarine in the
Inland Sea of Seto. The great results of the Battle of Hawaii were brought to a more
brilliant relief by the exploits of the Special Attack Flotilla. A new history of Greater
East Asia thus has been unfolded by these nine war gods......

“The Special Attack Flotilla set out on a certain day of a certain month on its
glorious expedition. It sped its way toward Pearl Harbor, and passing through the enemy’s
Vigilant guardlines and complicated channels, all vessels of the Flotilla penetrated into the
harbor, each taking its pre-assigned position. They attacked the enemy in broad daylight
or made a surprise attack, by night, carrying out precedent in history ; and after perform-
ing their duties the crews shared the fate with their vessels.

In particular, the instantaneous sinking of a battlership of the Arizona class as the
result of a night assault by the Special Attack Flotilla was clearly observed by the
Japanese Naval Force far away from the Hawaiian Naval base.

At 4:31 p. m., December 8 (9:01 p. m. of December 7, Hawaii time), just two minutes
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after the moon-rise, a tremendous explosion occurred in Pearl Harbor, sending fiery
columns high up into the air together with the scattering red hot iron splinters, in a few
minutes, the fiery columns disppeared whereupon the enemy anti-aircraft batteries went
into action, apparently mistaking the raid of the Speccial attack Flotilla for that of
Japanese Aerial Force. At 6:10 p.m., the same day (10:41 p.m., Hawaii time), a
wireless message from one of the Special attack Flotilla was received, announcing its
successful mission.

The vessels of S. A.F. are regarded as having either blown themselves up or having
been sunk by the enemy after 7:14 p. m., the same day, when the wireless communica-
tion from the Flotilla ceased......

The Flotilla was instructed to join the fleet following the conclusion of its attack,
but no vessel of the Flotilla returned...... We cannot but conclude that the Flotilla attack-
ed the enemy warships at an unprecedentedly close range, against the rain of bombs and
air-torpedoes dropped by the Japanese Air Force, or remained submerged during the
daytime and came up to the surface with the moon-rise to concentrate attacks on those
enemy capital ships which they confirmed had suffered comparatively little damage from
the daytime attacks. All the crews meanwhile were entirely devoted to attaining with
the idea of rejoining the fleet being entirely left out of their consideration, as they were

5

above the question of life or death......
A. A Baby Is Born

In the Hall of Mirrors at Versailles on June 28, 1919, a treaty of peace was signed
between the Allies and Germany. The news was received in Paris with shouts, tears and
confetti. But the Parisians were overjoyed, not at their victory, but at the coming of peace.

While the din from the joyous celebration was still vaguely audible, a little baby boy
was born to Mr. and Mrs. Shinkichi Tani, a rice dealer of Shimoarata-machi, Kagoshima
City, on November 18 of the same year. Father Shinkichi, 49 years of age, was busily
occupied with winnowing at the back of his shop which faced the Taniyama Highway
when the loud, healthy cry of the baby reached his ears.

“A boy.” He said to himself.

Mr. Tani, unlike many merchants, was very reticent. His inborn taciturnity which
was tempered by participation in the Imperial Guards Cavalry of which he I.:a1 bheen a
superior private and in the Sino-Japanese and Russo-Japanese Wars was ch: ‘stically
shown on this occasion when he failed to evince any surprise whatever at i .e birth of a
new-born baby and a boy at that birth.

The new-born boy was the eleventh comer in the Tani family of five girls and five
boys who had been reared into fine, sturdy men and women. The birth of another child
was thus no occasion for excitement.

As was the local custom, large families were common and nothing to make a fuss
about. Children were regarded as gifts from heaven. Thus, although the Tani family
was not financially well off, the eventful appearance of another baby was welcomed for
in the province of Satsuma, males were classed above females.

“What shall T name the boy?” pondered Shinkichi. It was quite easy to name a
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girl—their first had been named Haru, the second Mitsu—but the naming of a boy required
some cogitation. The first two sons, Shinzo and Shinjiro, had not provided any trouble
but as the children appeared in succession, the problem became difficult. The fourth son
has been named Yonokichi which had no meaning at all but it being the 4th son,
while the most prosaic name of Taro was given to the fifth son. He named his children
in a way that defied all convention. To an extent, it was ridiculous. But this time,
Shinkichi was determined that his eleventh child should have a fitting name. There was
no particular reason for this decision but he felt called upon to find at least a decent
name for this child.

“I want him to share my name,” he thought. “Shin could be read also as ma.
Ah, yes, Masato—a man of truth. There’s a name.’

It was a beautiful name. Masato Tani! A name which may have been owned by
one of the eighty three loyal retainers of Satsuma. A name that carried with it a certain
amount of dignity. And yet his family was such a common one.

About seven days after the birth of Masato, Waka was already giving instructions
and directions to the entire household from her bed. The eleventh ehild birth had not
sapped her strength, although one might imagine that a woman who had given birth to
so many children must be robust. On the contrary, she was small and slender. She had
a fair complexion and thick black hair, like all Satsuma women. Yet she could not be
called beautiful as her cheek bones were high, her lips thick. Her slanted eyes and
gentle voice were the only signs of loveliness in her. Being a tradesman’s wife, selling
tobacco, kitchenware and shochu (wine made from potatoes), besides rice, her manners
very humble. Being a daughter of a plebian, she was not a woman of high intellect.
She was never given to arguments or never did she aggressively assert herself. She was
a typical woman of Satsuma who asked for nothing in life but work, faith and the
bringing up her children.

“Haru, the noon whistle will soon blow.” She called to her eldest daughter from
her bed.

Haru, seventeen years of age, was a great help to Waka, quiet and reticent like her
father. While her mother was in bed, she had taken over the management of the
kitchen. Shinzo, the eldest son, was not much of a help around the house but fourteen
year old Mitsu, the second daughter, and thirteen year old Shinjiro, the second son, were
willing to do their share in housekeeping such as sweeping and delivering goods to
customers. The only child needing the mother’s attention was two year old Taro. But
the house was kept in neat order despite the large family requiring Waka’s attention. In
fact, Waka had never hired any help while she was in bed.

“Haru, did you deliver the shochu to Kajikya?” Waka asked.

“Yes, Mother, two quarts.”

Haru could always be relied upon to do her work. It was therefore with a feeling
of peace that Wake stayed in her bed, patiently waiting for the day when she could get
up.

The construction of the Tani house was much like that of a farmer’s. There was a
large earthen floor but the number of rooms in proportion to it was small. Basides the

room where Waka was recuperating, there were three other rooms and one small room
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which was used as the children’s study. At night these rooms were occupied by the
thirteen members of the family.

Masato grew up healthy and strong, giving no unnecessary worry to his parents.
Unlike Yonokichi, who was very gentle but sometimes caused anxiety to his mother by
having stomach troubles, Masato, though not so robust, did not suffer from internal
ailments. When hungry, he would cry furiously ; but when his appetite was satisfied, he
would soon fall asleep. Sometimes, he would awake from his sleep, without a cry, and
play with his own little hands. He began to laugh and smile before his first birthday
arrived.

Masato’s fair complexion, and slanted eyes were (inherited) from his mother, and his
red, gently closed lips from his father. He was so sweet and cute that anyone who saw
him could not help but smile. He smiled even at strangers. Those who saw his winsome
smile often mistook him for a baby girl.

“What a lovely smile this baby has. She will become an amiable bride,” the people
would say as Mitsu carried him on her back.

Wake had her twelfth child, Masahiko, when masato was three years old, and she
was very busy, of course, but she had no intention to omit the celebration of Shichigosan
(celebrations held for children of three, five and seven years of age) for her childrenn.
For children, these ages are believed to be unlucky. Therefore, in order that their
children of these ages may not be overtaken by any serious injuries or misfortunes, the
parents, with their sons or daughters, pay homage to village shrines.

Waka took Masato to pay their respect to the village shrine, the God of War, to
offer thanks for health and happiness. Dressed in her ceremonial kimono with the family
crest, Waka walked under the big, old stone Torii, a sacred shrine entrance. She prayed
for a long time. She had nothing in particular to wish for—nothing to pray for—only
her hands were clasped in silent prayer.

The Arata “God of War” Shrine has a history. The present shrine was built by
Takashima Shimazu, the fifteenth lord ; however, the consecration was supposed to have
taken place far back in the olden times. In those days the festival day of September

’

23 rd, the annual function of “Festival on the Shore ” was an eventful day in Kagoshima.
But now, such festivals are not held. Only one belief remains-that the white sand under
the treasure shrine protects one from a viper. So it is written in an ancient book of
this locality.

“ As this shrine hates vipers, none of them exists in the Arata Village.” The village-
rs’ respect for this tutelary diety, God of War, Hachiman, was very deep and when
Masato became a naval officer later, he never forgot to pay homage to the God at every
leave of absence.

At the age of five, on the Shichigosan celebration day, Masato was again taken to
this shrine, dressed in a black cotton ceremonial kimono with the family crest.

Masashiko died three months after his birth and the eighth son, Sueo (meaning the
last son) was born in that same year, the last child born to Waka.

By the time Masato was seven years old, many changes had taken place. The great
earthquake in 1923 did huge damage to the Kanto District. In Tokyo, radio had been

’

introduced, and before that, two large warships “ Mutsu” and “ Nagato” had appeared
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on the sea.

B. The Last Testament By Captain Sakuma
The History of Blood and Tears :

Salvaging operations began at once in the face of indescribable difficulties.

It was 1 o’clock p. m. on April 17 th, 1910, that the No. 6 was pulled to shore and
placed in dry-dock. Needless to say, there was almost no hope of finding any survivors.
The only question was, in what manner had the crew met death in this first submarine
disaster of the Imperial Navy.

As a matter of fact, just prior to this catastrophe, a similar accident had occurred

in the navy of a foreign country. When the disgraceful behavior of that panic-stricken

crew had been revealed—the men all deserting their posts to crowd around the hatch in
an effort to escape death—the whole world had frowned.

So it was with some misgivings not unmixed with a feeling of deep sympathy for
those who died, that Commander Yoshikawa and First-Lieutenant Nakashiro, ordered to
investigate the inside of No. 6., entered the scene of tragedy. However, to their great
joy and relief, they encountered no such disgraceful scene as they had anticipated. In
fact, so admirable was the sight which met their eyes that these two men spontaneously
shouted: All’'s well!”

There were no signs of panic at all. Each man had remained at his post to the last.

First-Lieutenant Sakuma, the captain, was found dead in the conning-tower; Engineer
Sub-Lieutenant Harayama by the electric moter-engine ; Engineer Warrant Officer Suzuki,
the navigator, by the steering gear. All had died a most heroic death.
Only two of them, Sub-Lieutenant Hasegawa and Superior Warrant Officer Kadota were
away from their posts. But their bodies were found near the place where the gasoline
pipe had been broken. Those two had evidently left their posts to go and attempt to
stop the flow of gasoline, and had suffocated to death.

As their gaze fell upon this scene, so eloquently revealing the heroie death of each
and every man, the tears flowed down unchecked from the eyes of Commander Yoshikawa
and First Lieutenant Nakashiro.

“All’s well ”-simple and brief though these words were, they covered all that filled
the minds of the Commander and the First Leutenant as they witnessed the never-to-be-
forgotten scene down in that luckless No. 6.

Each of the brave officers and men who had died so heroically, was covered with a
blanket and taken on board the ‘Toyohashi’. Without shame, the crew of that ship
wept as they dressed each of the fourteen in a new uniform. When the ‘Toyohashi’
quietly entered Kure Harbor with its sad burden, all available vessels by special order of
the Commander-in-Chief, were out to pay their deepest respects.

A note which was found in Captain Sakuma’s pocket called forth little notice at the
time, for it was believed to be a private letter to his family. However, it was soon
revealed to be a document vividly describing in detail the operations of No. 6 from the
time it submerged until its tragic end. It was truly the greatest testament known in

history ! Indeed, so vividly did it reveal the victory of the men’s sense of duty over fear
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of death that, to the readers, it was difficult to believe such a document could have been
written under those circumstances.

As the submarine began to sink, the lights had gone out. By the faint glow that
came through the peep-hole, First-Lieutenant Sakuma, panting and gasping for breath,
in the gas-filled room, had finished his immortal document. In detail, he had written
the cause of the submersion, giving his observations and impressions clearly that, in
future, such tragedies might be avoided. To the last, his sense of duty and love for
his subordinates and deep respect for his seniors—all were most clearly expressed. IHe
was, indeed, a ‘super-man.” At the time of his death he was only 31 years old. Since
his wife had died one year before, he was survived by his two-year-old daughter.

His immortal testament read as follows ;

“] have no words to express my apologies for damaging His Majesty the Emperor’s
vessel and causing the death of my subordinates by my carelessness, I am happy to tell
you, however, that every member of my crew remained faithful to the last, bravely and
calmly fulfilling their respective duties. Our only regret is that the world may misunder-
stand this disaster and come to regard the undersea craft as not worthy of further
experiment. We sincerely hope that regardless of this disaster, you will continue to
study and do your best to develop and improve the submarine. This is our one and
only wish. If this wish is carried out, we have nothing to regret, for we have died for
our country.!”

A. The cause of submersion :

When we tried to submerge, we went down too deep, so it was too late for us to
shut the sluice-valve. Moreover, the chain was cut in half. Though we tried to shut it
by hand, the water had already filled the rear part of the boat. It sank at a slant of
25 degrees.

B. The situation after submersion :

The inclined angle of the elavation is about 13 degrees. As the switch-board got
wet, the lights went out, the cable burnt up, and bad gas was generated. It is difficult
to breathe. We went down at about 10 a.m. In the midst of this suffocating gas, we
are trying to discharge water with the hand pump.

Upon submersion, we emptied the main tank. Though the lights were out, making
it difficult to see the gauge, we realized we had finished emptying the main tank. We
cannot use the electric current at all. The electrolyte overflowed, but only a little. The
sea-water is not coming in. Chlorine has has not been generated yet. There is only
about 500 pounds of air left. Our only hope is the hand-pump. (Written by a faint
glow from the conning-tower. Time; 11;45 a.m.)

Our clothes are wet. It is cold. A submarine crew must be able to act bravely as
well as composedly and carefully. Without bravery, we cannot endure these hardships.
I have always warned the men that they should not be overcome by difficulties in excess
of circumspection. Though the world may laugh at my failure, I still believe that I have
not been mistaken in these words of mine.

The sea-gauge at the conning-tower shows 52. Though we tried to empty the
water, it did not move even by 12 o’clock. As the depth is about ten fathoms here,

this is natural.



It is necessary to choose candidates for submarine crew from among the excellent of
the most excellent, both in mind and body. Otherwise, at a time like this we would be
faced with additional difficulties. Luckily, every member of this crew is carrying out his
duty well. I am very pleased with my men. I did not expect to return home alive.
For that reason, I left my last will in the drawer of my desk in the ‘Karasaki’ It is
unnecessary to say anything about my private affairs. Mr. Taguchi and Mr. Asami,
please take my will to father.

Public Testame :

Reverently, I beg His Imperial Majesty’s favor not to leave the bereaved families of
my subordinates in distress. This is my only desire.

Please extend my best regards and gratitude to the followings.

1. Minister Saito-(Author’s Note; the names of his seniors omitted).

Atmospheric pressure has risen, and I feel as if my tympanum were going to be
ruptured.

(The names of a few more of his acquaintances were added here).

12;30. I feel much difficulty in breathing. I thought I had stopped the leakage of
the gasoline, but I am getting intoxicated with it.

1. Commander Nakano (Author’s Note; This was, in all probability, added as
postscript to the names of his seniors).

It is now forty minutes past twelve.”

So ended the last testament.
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