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guoooobn

gopozoeo00000000000cram00n0n0ooonoO0OmbOOn
gboobooogobooboooobooboooobobooboobooboobdbDeramb d
gooobooboobooboobooboeconooiINcODODODODOOO
gboboboboooooooobooboobobobobobbooooog
O00O0O0PPOOwithDODODOODOOwithDOODODOOOOOOOODOOOO
gbobobobooooooooooboobobobobobobobooobooog
gbobobobooobooooooboobobobobobobobooboonog
goodoooooooob boooooooobbbbboobooooooo
OO0O0O0O0O0D0O0OO0000OOholistic effectd 0000000000000
0000000000000 oooDooOooooOooooog medium-
locatum’ OO0 OO0OMaruta 19770 0000000000000 0C OO with
00000000000 DO0ODO0OO0O0O0ODOCO0OmediumOODOOCOODO
gbobobooboooboobooboboboooboooboooboobobobo

000000000000 PPOOwithO ofD000O0O0OO holistic
effect

gboob0O00OcramOO00000D0O0O0OO0OOOOCODOODOO

0 10 a. Mary crammed food *( into the freezer).

b. Mary crammed the freezer (with food).

0000000000000 0000O00OO0OOooDOoDOoDOooDgnwithO
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0000000000000 b0000DO00000o0o0o0oooooDoOon
OOcramO0O00000O000DO0OwWithOODODOOOof0OOOO0OO0OODODO
Oclear verboO O OO OO OO OO 2000

O 20 Clear verbs: emptyd cleand drain
a. Doug cleared dishes from the table.
*Doug cleared dishes.
b. Doug cleared the table of dishes.
Doug cleared the table.

goo0oooboobooooboobobooboooboooboobooo
OD0OO00O0OOholistic effect0 0000000000 OOOOOOOODOO
gobodoboboobooobuoobbuoobooobuoobboobooo
gogbodoobooboooboobboobboooboobboobooo
gooo

00oDo0o0ooooooO/000000000000000000OOOOd
OrealizationD0 O ODO0D0OO0O0OODODOODODOODOODOOL10 True
arguments JO0GBOOOG 00O OODODOODOOOOOODOOOOOOOO
00000 True argument[I] 20 Default argumentsd Jackendoff 19900
Pustejovsky 1998[¥Shadow argumentsl] Pustejovsky 19980 0 0 0 00O OO
gooooobooodoobbbboo booooobbboooooobo
ooboooooooboooo

camO 00000000000 DODODOODODOODOODODO license
00010 true argument0 0000000 0O0ODOOOPuUt verbsO OO OO
O000O0O00OD0O0OO0OD0O0O0ODOOholistic effectd000000OO0OOOO0O
gocobOOoboOobzeco00OObOOobDODbD3mbOOobDOoDbO

O30[CAUSE ([ O [GO[ 1O [TO[ 1«
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‘trueargument’ JO00O0O0O0OOO0OO0OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO
O00withODOOOOOOO0OO0OO00O0D0ODO0D0OD0D0OD0DO00DO00O0o20
00000000 withDOODlaOODOOODODOODOODODOODOOODO
holistic effect 0000 OO00O0OOOfreezer000O00OO00O0OOODOO
00DO00DO00DO000mbOOo0DoonD withdDoOooDbOooood
OOINCODOOODO 2000000000 holistic effect0 00 00O0000OO0O0
gogboooobuoobooooboooo

OO0DefaultO OO O0O0OO0OO0COOO0OOOOOOOAO holistic effect

21 DefautCOOODOOOODOO
Default/Shadow arguments0 000000000 O0OOQOObutterd 00
oooo

0 40 a. Mary buttered unsalted butter/*butter.
b. Mary buttered the toast (with unsalted butter/?*with butter.)

O4a0 00 butter000000OO00O0ODOOQODO incorporate theme'D OO O OO
unsalted butter0 0 000000000 0OO0OOOOODOODOODOOOOOO
000oo0O0OwithOOD4bO00O0O0OOO0OO

0O 00O butterOd“ incorporate theme’ Dbutter0 000000000000
000000000 OconstantI BUTTERO OO DOOOOOO

O50[CAUSE ([ 1O [INCH[BE(BUTTER]O [INe/ONd[ TiDIN]
(Jackendoff 1990)

22' incorporate theme’ OOO0O0O0OOO0ODOwWthOODODOOOOOOOO
holistic effect

OO0O0O0O000O" incorporate theme’ OO0 OODOOODOOOOOOOOO
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O0000000Marutald 19970 0 ° medium-locatum’ OO0 O000O0000OO
0000000000 medium-locatum’ OO0 OO CRAMOODO O Ocram
OwithOOOOOOoOOOoOoOeO0OOoOooOoOo

O060[CAUSE ([ 10 [ INCH [ BE([ wmedium CRAM]D [ON [ )

‘ medium-locatum’ OOO00OO0OO0O0D00OO0O0OcramOO00OD0O0O0O0O
000000000000 000000000000000D0000 withO
O000D00OD0O holistic effectd OmediumO 00000000 OO0OOOOO
0000000000000 Omedia0 0000000 ODOODOODOOODOO
goo0ooobooboooobooboboobooobooobooboooo
OD0O0OODOincorporate 0O ODOOO0OOOOOOODOODODOOOmM7O0O
gobodbboobooboboooo

0 70 [BE([mesium CONSTANT]O [IN/ON[ )]

O000OwithDODODOOOOOOOOOOOoOOooobooooooogo
OO0O0D0O0OOOlicenseD0OO08OOOODDOO

0800000 0=withOOOOOODOODODOODOODOOO0OOOoODOoOoOOoo
Olicense0 0000

0s00oooononoOoOom70ObOD00O0OOmdvm CONSTANTOODODOOOO
gobodooboobbooobuoobbuooboooboobbuoobUooo
oo0DOoo0oDOOwithDOOODODOOODOOOODOOOODOOOoOoDoOoo
0000000000000 adjunct0 0000000000 0ODOODOOO
O4b0 O with butter0 000000 Ounsalted butter 0000 0O00OOODO
OO00O0ODBUTTERODODDOOODODODODOODDODODODOOODODODOOOOOO
withOOOOOOOlicenseD O OO0

0600



MediumO ODOODOODOOOODOODODODOODODOOODODOODODOOOO
Jackendoff0 19900 0 0 0D DOO0O0O00O0DOOOOOODODOMOI500 INa/ONa
0 0 0 0 O holistic effect/distributive0 0 000000000

OO0OMediumOODOOO

MediumOOOOOOOOODOODOOOOOOODOOOOOODOOOD
OO0O0O0CO00O00O0Marutald 19770 OmediumO 00000000000
0000000000 00ooO0oooObleomdOOooOoOonO

090 a. Tulips bloomed in the field.
b. The field bloomed with tulips.

withOOO%hO OO OOOO0O0000000000000000000MM 8ad
000000 holistic effect0 00000000 ObloomO0O000CO0ODOO0O
O00mopOO0O0D0D0D0D0D0 meswm BLOOMO O O O O O O holistic effectd O
goooo

0 100 [BE([ meaum BLOOM]O [IN[  T))]

O0OmediumO 00000000 Omedia0 00000000 ODOOOOOO
goooooobooboooboobooboooboobobooobooboobo
O0000C0CO0CpourdO0O0OD0O00OPourOwWithOOOOOOOOODOO
OO00OO0O0O0DOO" placabledClark & Clark 19790 0000000000
OO000O0OmediumO0OOO0D0OOOODOOOODOOOOODOOOODO

0 110 Pour verbs:
a. Tamara poured water into the bowl/from the pitcher.

Tamara poured water.
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b. *Tamara poured the bowl with water.

*Tamara poured the bowl.

31 J00ODO0OCOOO00O0Oprovide, furnishO supplyD OO O0OOO0ODOO
OO0D0O000000dprovide, furnishO supplyD 000000 OO0OCOO
gooooOoOoOoOoOoOoOoOooooooooooo

0 120 a. Bill provided/furnished the students with some books.
*Bill provided/furnished the students.?)
b. Bill supplied the students with some books.
Bill supplied the students.

provideO furnishD OO OOO00O0OODOODOOOOOOOOOOOsupplyd O
O0000moooOo0ooooooooooooo122pbb00ooooon
gooooood

0130 [CAUSE ([ ]O [ INCH [ BE( medium SUPPLY]O [ON [ I

O0DoOO0O0O00O0O00OmediumOOO0000O0DOO0ODOODOODO
gooo

32 of00O0DOOOODOOholistic effectd MedumO OO OOOO

00020000 0.0000 Verbs of removingd O Verbs of puttingd OO O
godoobobobodoooobobobobtoooouoobbbuoooooBEOO
OO0O0O000O0ONOT D000 U00O00O0OO0OO®YOoooooooooo
O00Oholistic effectd 00000000000 OO0OOOO Verbs of putting
goddddoooguogo

goo0oooDoo0ooDoooboooboobooooboDoooDoboo
mediumO 0000000000 ODOODOOO
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321 Wipe verbs
000000000 Wipe verbs(Levin 1993)0 000000000000 cram
gofdoboooobooooboooboooboooooooboooooooo

gooo

0 140 Wipe verbs
A. wipe (Manner subclass):
a. Brian wiped the fingerprints from the counter.
Brian wiped the fingerprints.
b. *Brian wiped the counter of fingerprints.
Brian wiped the counter.
B. shovel (Instrument subclass) :
a. Carla shoveled the snow from the walk.
Carla shoveled the snow.
b. *Carla shoveled the walk of snow.

Carla shoveled the walk.

of 0 000 bDO holistic effect0 00000000000 OODOOOOOOODO
0000000000000 O00D0LevinOD19930 0 A000D00O000O0OOO
O000O0OO00O0O0OOOe000o000oooooo0@mmannerdooon
U00MmeansD OO0 OO0OO0O0OBOUOOOODODODOOOODLOODO1600O0
gboboboooooobooboboboooo

0150 baild buff0 dabd dustd flushO leachO lickO pluckO polishO
purged rinsed rubOscourd scrapel scratchd scrubOd shaveO
skimO smooth soakd squeezell strain stripd suckd suctiond
swabl0 sweepd trimOd washO weard] weedd whisk winnow(
wring wipe

0160 shoveld brush® combO filed filterD hooverOd hoseO irond mopO
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plowd rakeld sandpaperd sheard siphonO sponged towelO

vacuum

withDOOOODODOOOOOOOmediumOOOOOODOOOOOODODOODO
g100160 O0mediumd 000000 ODOOOCOOODOODOOOODOO
Oipe000DO00OOOOCOOODODOOOODOOOOODOODOOOOOO
gbobobooooboobooboobobobobobobooobobooooonoo
gooooo

O00000O0OwipeOshovelDDODOODOOOOOODOOOLevin 199300
ooo

0 170 a wipe (*of fingerprints/the counter)
*a shovel of the snow/the walk

a shovel

wipeOOOOMM1M4APODODOO0O00OO0OOOOfingerprints0 0000000

00000000000 OshovelDOOO0OMMM4BbOOOOOOOODODOO
snowd D0 0OO0O0O0O0OO0OD0OOOOOOOLODOOmle0dbObooboooooo

gobodoboboobooobuoobbuooboooooboboobooo

O00MO0O000D0D0000000OholisticOOOO0OD0OOODOWipe

verbsOOOOOODOOODOOODOOODOO0ODOOODOOOOOOOOOOOO

00000000 holistic effect0 00 000000OCO00OQOOmediumO 0O

000DO0ODOO0O0000000000OWipe verbsO14b0 00180000003

gooogo

0180 [CAUSE ([ ]O [INCH [ NOT BE([ mecium WIPE/SHOVEL]D [ON [ 1))

322 DOOOOOOOOO deprived cheatd of 00O
O0000O0D0OOOdepriveDOcheatDO OO ODof0O0O0O0DOOOOOOODO
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gbobobobooooboooooboon

00 190 a. Bill deprived Harry of his money.
*Bill deprived Harry.
b. Bill cheated Harry of his money.
Bill cheated Harry. (Jackendoff 1990;177)®

OO0O00oooooooooO0d7Omediumd0000000O0OCOCOOO
J00000ODOdepriveD00000O0OD0OODOOOOOOODOODOODOO
OOcheatDODOOO0OOOOODOOOODODOODOOOODODOODOODOO
O0b0 00000000000 O0DO

0200[CAUSE ([ 10 [INCH [ NOT BE([ meciem CHEAT]O [ON [ T

3230000000000 curedof0dd
Verbs of removingd 0O 0 0O Cheat verbO cure0 0 Jof D00 O0O0OOODO
J00ofIDDOODOODMODDOO 20000

0 210 a.*The doctor cured pneumonia from Pat.
*The doctor cured pneumonia
b. The doctor cured Pat of pneumonia.

The doctor cured Pat. (=00 2000 (19))
of 00 0000021bMO0000000000000000O00000000
holistic effect0 D 00000000000 ODO0OO0ODO0OO0ODOOODOOOO0O

gz0000oooooboooooogo
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O00ooO7000OmediumO 00000000 OOOODOOOOO
ClearD0 02000 mediumd 00000000000 OOOO
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empty: empties 000000000 MMO0O
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drainn adrain O0O0OOOO0OO
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O0o0000ooooooooooOoOoOooooooooooooMediumO
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00000000000 2400clear00of0 00200 000000000
gooooo
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oooo

holistic effectD D0 OO0 O mediumO O 00000000000 OOODOO
00000000000 0oDoo0oodwithDOOoOOOoooooooo
00000 holistic effect0 0000000000000 0OOODOOOOOO
0000000 Marutad 19770 0 MediumO OO0 OO0 O M mediad OO 0O O
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iU UUUUUACTR D
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|
0 10 Jackendoff (1990)0 O supply O O O O provided furnishO O O O present0 0 0 0O O
goooboobooboboobooooog
Bill presented the students with some books.
*Bill presented the students.
present0 00 000000000000 OmediumO000000000000ODO0O
Oooo00ooooooooo
020000 Verbs of puttingDOOONOTOOUODOOOOOOODOOdetachO
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0000000000000 000 (Jackendoff 1990;167)
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O40deprive0 0000 cheatC OO robOD 0000000 O0ODOODOOOODOOOOOO
ood
Bill robbed Harry of his money.
Bill robbed Harry. (Jackendoff 1990;177)
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The Charm of Mother Goose and English Rhythm
—— One Interpretation of Nonsense Verses—

Noriko Nakaoka

1. Introduction

Why have the rhymes of Mother Goose charmed so many people around
the world, including non-native speakers of English? Mother Goose was
trandlated into Japanese for the first time by famous poet Hakushu Kitahara
and the magagine Akai Tori carried them. About 130 of his trandated rhymes
were collected and published in 1925. Since then, Japanese poets have been
engaged in its trandation into Japanese, so that several Japanese versions of
Mother Goose were published. The most famous and most recent one in Japan
is the version which was trandated by a modern poet Shuntaro Tanigawa. All
of these versions are excellent in their trand ation. Many Japanese readers enjoy
them because even the translated rhymes into Japanese sound attractive to
Japanese readers. However, the true charm of the English language used in
Mother Goose might be lost in the translated versions, because it is amost
impossible to carry the real charm of the origina rhymes and connotations in
English.

The purpose of this paper is to study the following three subjects: | will
conduct research about the reason why the rhythms of nursery rhymes attracted
and till now attract us. Most studies conducted in the past were mainly about
the attractiveness of nursery rhymes, however | will focus rather on their actua
meanings of nursery rhymes from historical perspective. Findly, | will choose
so-called "nonsense rhymes," and analyze how their contents are closely
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related to historical events. Without knowing such historical backgrounds of
each rhyme, we cannot fully understand the real attractiveness of Mother
Goose.

2. Common Under standing of Mother Goose

The nursery songs of Mother Goose have been handed down orally from
generation to generation, from elder people to kids for many centuries. The
rhymes of the nursery songs contain such unforgettable and excellent English
melodies that even non-native speakers of English can easily memorize their
English rhythms. Phrases and lines of Mother Goose are often used
metaphorically in literature and dramas to give rich imagination to readers and
audience. For example "Three blind mice, see how they run," one of the most
popular and famous rhymes of Mother Goose, is used effectively to produce a
scary atmosphere of expected murdersin Agatha Christy's play, Mouse Trap.

The rhyme "Hey diddle diddle, the cat and the fiddle" is also used in many
occasions to produce the effect of fantastic imagination. Though this rhyme
sounds as if it does not make any sense at al in its content, it has been attracting
many people for centuries. Many artists challenged to create an attractive and
imaginary world by using this nonsense phrase with their credtivity.

"Mother Goose" is the general term referring to nursery rhymes, which are
sung together with kids in a nursery room. They have been handed down from
one generation to another, and have been repeated orally in daily lives. Most of
them originated in Britain, but some in the United States of America.
Nowadays, they are often called "Nursery Rhymes" in Britain and "Mother
Goose Rhymes' in America.

There are several kinds of rhymes in Mother Goose. Some rhymes are
sung by kids when they play active games. The following rhyme is a good
example of this case: "Pat-a cake, pat-a cake, baker's man." Some are called as
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counting-out rhymes. The example is: "Eenie, meenie, minie, moe." Some are
the rhymes that mothers sing to help their kids learn numbers and alphabetical
letters. "One, two, Buckle my shoe; Three, four, Knock at the door" and "A was
an Apple pi€" are casesin point. There are other rhymes such asriddles: "Little
Nancy Etticoat”; tongue twisters: "Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled
pepper"”; prayers. "Sar light, star bright"; and nonsense: "Hey diddle diddle
the cat and the fiddle."

Mother Goose is consisted of more than 800 rhymes, according to the
Oxford Nursery Rhyme Book. Even though it is said "nursery rhymes," Mother
Goose is not only for kids but also for adults of al ages. Phrases of Mother
Goose are frequently quoted in headlines of newspaper articles, lines of movies
and novels. They are considered to be the cultura heritages of English. Still
now, they are widely shared by people from toddlersto seniors.

3. The Fascination of the Rhythm

1) The agreeability totheears

The fascination of the rhythm of Mother Goose has been well known
among native speakers of English. Even beginners and non-native speakers of
English, who do not have any knowledge about the English pronunciation
system, will easily come to know that the rhythm sounds agreeable to their
ears. In order to enjoy its agreeable sounds, they don't have to study the
English pronunciation system. What they have to do is just to know which
syllables are stressed and which ones are not stressed.

Even after doing afew minute reading practice, they can easily understand
the structure of its rhythm and begin to enjoy reading it loud. The agreeability
of the sound in Mother Goose calls the more attention of students to the charm
of rhythm than English teachers expect. As each rhyme s rather short, which is
usually made up of between 15 and 30 words, it take less than 25 seconds to
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read it loud. As students can do reading practice several timesin a few
minutes, they will be able to read it more clearly, rhythmically, and speedily.

2) Therepetition of simplerhythm pattern

This agreeability of sounds comes from the repetition of a simple rhythm
pattern. English rhythm is made by stressed syllables and unstressed syllables.
If you use lines and dots to show stressed and unstressed syllables, you will see
that lines and dots are marching quite regularly by forming a simple pattern.
Then with the help of optical effect made by dots and lines, you can see the

structure of asimple rhythm pattern quite clearly asin the following rhymes.

0 Rain rain go away —0—0—0—
Come again another day —0—0—0—
Little Johny wants to pl)IaL —0O0—0—0—
Rain rain, goto Spain, —0—0—0—
Never show your faceagain. ~—0—~0—~0—

0 Georgie Porgie, pudding and pie, —U—7U0—/—
Kissed the girls and made themery, —0—~0—~0 —
When the boys came out to play, —O0—0a0—>0a —
Georgie Porgie ran away —0—0—10 —

O One potato, two potato, —0—-~N0—-~N0—10
Three potato, four; —0 —0—

Five potato, six potato, —0O0—~0—~0—0
Seven potato, more. —0—0—
O Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled pepper; ——0—0—_0—0—-10

apeck of pickled pepper Peter Piper picked 0 —70—/~0—0—~0—~0—
If Peter Piper picked apeck of pickled pepper 0 —0 —0 —0—0—0—10
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Where'sthe peck of pickled pepper —0—0—~0—-41>0
Peter Piper picked? —0—0—

3) Therhythmical body movement

When children play by singing the rhymes of Mother Goose, they often
move their body rhythmically: jumping with a jumping rope, skipping,
swinging their bodies, nodding their heads, and tapping with others. Since
rhymes are consisted of simple rhythm patterns, it is quite natural and pleasant
for children to behave that way. Even for Japanese students who don't know
much about the structure of English rhythm, it seems to be quite pleasant and
fun for them to swing their body along with singing Mother Goose.

4) Alliteration and rhyme

An English syllable is consisted of two parts; onset and rhyme. The onset
of asyllable is a consonant or consonant cluster, while the rhyme is the rest of
the syllable consisted of peak (a vowel) and coda (a consonant or a consonant

cluster).
syllable
onset rhyme
peak coda

p i n = pin

t e st = test

sp e nd = spend
scr €a m = scream

C(C)(©) \% ©)(©cC C = consonant

V =vowel
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In the case of the following one-syllable words "tin" "test" "trip" "trend",
they are separated into onset and rhyme asin "t-in" "t-est" tr-ip" and "tr-end",
the beginning parts of onset share the same sound [t]. While in the following
words, "tend", "bend", "send", "spend", "end", they are separated into onset
and rhyme asin "t-end", "b-end", "s-end","sp-end",and "end", sharing the same
rhyme [end]. In the following two-syllable words "a/ way" and "to / day", the
final syllables have stressed syllable and share the same rhyme [ei]. While in
the words like "weath/er", "to/geth/er”, "feath/er", the final syllables share the
same sound [ar], but they are not stressed. The second from the final syllables
"weath-" "-geth-" "feath-" are stressed and share the same rhyme [ é0 ]. As the
result, they share the same sound ending [-édor ].

In English there are two ways to enjoy the sound repetition: aliterations
and rhymes. Alliteration means that syllables have repetition of the same onset.
You can often find the effective use of alliteration in the nickname of
characters, providing pleasantness in its pronunciation. For example, "m" in
"Mickey Mouse" and "Minnie Mouse", "d" in "Donald Duck", and "k" in "King
Kong" , "p" in "Peter Pan" and "Peter Piper”, and "b" in "Big Ben" and "Big
Bird". In these cases the aliteration seems to produce the familiarity of those
characters.

In general, when aliteration is used repeatedly, it will become much easier
to pronounce it, and more agreeable to listen to it. In Mother Goose, you can
find effective use of aliteration in some rhymes. For example, "d" in "diddle
diddle dumpling, my son John....", "s" in "Simple Simon met a pieman....",
and "p" in "Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled pepper...", "b" in "Betty
Botter bought some butter, but, she said, the butter's bitter...."

As for rhymes, the ending of lines of a poem is composed of pairs of the
same rhyme. This repetition of the same ending creates the agreeability of the
sound. For example, in the following famous rhymes, we find the ends of the

first and the second lines have the same rhyme, and so do the ends of the third
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and the sixth lines, and so do the ends of the fourth and the fifth line.

Little Jack Hornor oo O O

Sat inthe corner, —0o0—-~>0n
Eating a Christmas pie oo O

Heput in histhumb o0—-—>00—

And pulled out a plum od0———>00——

And said, What a good boy am| ! ad oo O O ad

In the following short rhyme, the endings of the all lines have the same
rhyme[ait] , which is repeated 6 times again and again and produce pleasant
sound effect.

Good night —0O0—
Seeptight, —0—
Wake up bright —0—
Inthemorning light, o0 ——-—0»0——
To do what right 0——~>0—-
With all your might. 0——~>0——-

4. Doubts occurred " Arerhymeswritten to nurse kids?"

1) One question: Were most of the rhymes created to nursekids?
According to William S. Baring-Gould and Ceil Baring-Gould, in their

book The Annotated Mother Goose (AMG), in the 17th century, George

Wither strongly insisted that most of the rhymes were not good for children,

particularly not good for little kids.

"As early as 1641 George Wither was protesting that many of the rhymes
were unfit for childish ears." (AMG p.19)
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In The Annotated Mother Goose, the authors listed three names as the
persons who insisted on the needs of reforming of nursery rhymes in the 20th
century: Professor Allen Abbott in 1937, Geoffrey Hall in 1949-50, Geoffrey
Handley Taylor in 1952. According to the authors, Geoffrey Handley Taylor
claimed that among average collection of 200 traditional nursery rhymes, about
a half of them were good and ideal for children, but the remaining 100 rhymes
are unfit for children since they contain murder, agonized death, cheating,
stealing, and so on.

"8 alusionsto murder
2 cases of choking to death
1 case of death by devouring
1 case of cutting a human being in half
1 case of decapitation
1 case of death by shriveling
1 case of death by starvation
1 case of boiling to death
1 case of death by hanging
1 case of drowning
4 cases of killing domestic animals
1 case of body snatching
21 cases of death (unclassified )
7 casesrelating to the severing of limbs
1 case of the desire to have alimb severed
2 cases of self-inflicted injury
4 casesrelating to the breaking of limbs.
1 alusion to a bleeding heart
1 case of devouring human flesh

5 threats of death
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1 case of kidnapping
12 cases of torment and cruelty to human beings and animals
8 cases of whipping and lashing
3 dlusionsto blood
14 cases of stealing and general dishonesty
15 alusions to maimed human beings and animals
1 allusionsto undertakers
2 dlusionsto graves
23 cases of physical violence (unclassified)
1 caseof lunacy.
16 alusionsto misery and sorrow
1 case of drunkenness
4 casesof cursing
1 dlusion to marriage as aform of death
1 case of scorning the blind
1 case of scorning prayer
9 cases of children being lost or abandoned
2 cases of house burning
9 alusionsto poverty and want
5 alusionsto quarrelling
2 cases of unlawful imprisonment
2 casesof racia discrimination”
(AMG p.20-21)

"Expressions of fear, weeping, moans of anguish, biting, pain and
evidence of supreme selfishness may be found in almost every other

page.
(AGM p.22, underlined by Nakaoka )
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2) Sometracesfound in Shakespeare's Acts
Theexpression " Song of Sixpence" in hisact " Twelfth Night"

Evidence shows that in the 16" century some rhymes were not originally
sung for nursing children, but sung in inns among drunken persons.
Shakespeare used rhymes in his plays. If rhymes were sung only by children,
he would not use them. In his plays, a clown in Twelfth Night claimed that "he
sang a song more nonsense, but meaningful." This means that the songs were
not for children but might have hidden connotationsin them which only mature
men could understand.

According to The Annotated Mother Goose, a reference of "Song of
Sixpence" could be found in one of the plays written by William Shakespeare
in the 16" century.

"Scholars have seen supposed references to this nursery rhymesin Twelfth
Night --- Come on, there is sixpence for you; let's have a song"

(AMG p.27)

Sir Andrew  ....I sent thee sixpence for thy leman: hadst it?
Clown | did *impeticosthy gratillity @......ccccoveevirieiiiirceie,
Sir Andrew  Excellent! Why, thisisthe best fooling,

when all is done..Now, a song.
Sir Toby Come on; thereis sixpence for you: let's have a song.
Sir Andrew  Theresa*testril of metoo: if one knight give a---
Clown Would you have alove-song, or asong of good life?

Sir Toby A love-song, alove-song.
Sir Andrew Ay, ay: | care not for good life.
Clown [ Sings]

*impeticos thy gratillity : more nonsense, but meaning ‘pocket thy gratuity”
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*testril : an old coin of sixpence

(Twelfth Night: Act Il Scenelll line25 ~ 39, underlined by Nakaoka)

From this part, we can guess that answering Sir Toby's first request, the
clown sang the famous rhyme "song of six pence” in Shakespeare's play. In the
play the clown referred to this song as nonsense but meaningful song. And then
the clown sang a love song to the second request. From this usage, we could
guess that the expression "a song of sixpence" was a popular phrase in the era
of William Shakespeare; the 16th century.

What does the phrase "a song of sixpence” mean? In the old money
system in England, one penny is the smallest unit of the money: 1 pound is 20
shillings, 1 shilling is 12 pence, and there is a coin of sixpence called "testril".

The amount of six pence is rather not big money, we might be able to
suppose that the song might have connoted just a trifling, trivial matter,
reflecting nothing serious but foolish, just like aplay.

In those days, ordinary citizen could enjoy a play, sitting on the center-
muddy ground with only one penny. If one paid sixpence, he got the second
best seat in the theater, the seats for the rich. The phrase "a song of six pence"
was supposed to be like a cloak that makes the wearer invisible. This might be
a gimmick for people of lowest class to express their criticism of people of
higher class under the absolute monarchy of Britain in the 161 century.

3) A list of rhymeswith allusions of the 16t century

According to the notes added in The Annotated Mother Goose, most of the
Rhymes contained in Tommy Thumb's Pretty Songs, the earliest known book of
37 nursery rhymes, had some allusions, suggesting some relationship with the
historical facts of the supremes who lived in the 16" century.

During the reign of Henry V111 (1509 ~ 1547)
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Sing a song of sixpence (p.26) Henry VI (1509-1547) & histwo queens

Little Tom Tucker (p.28) Cardina Wolsey (1475-1530)
Little Jack Horner ( p61) Tomas Horner, steward to the abbot of
Glastonbury Cathedral

Jack and Gill, went up the hill (p.58)
Cardinal Wolsey & his coadjutor bishop Tarbes

During the reign of Mary | (1553 ~ 1558)
Three blind mice, see how they run (p.156)

Queen | , Ridley, Latimer, and Cranmer

During the reign of Elizabeth | (1558 ~ 1603)
Mistress Mary, quite contrary (p.31)
Mary, Queen of Scots (1542-87)
There was alittle man, who wooed a little maid (p.51 ~ 52)
Philip I1, the king of Spain and Elizabeth |
High diddle diddle, the cat and the fiddle (p.56-58)
Elizabeth |

Others

Jack Sprat could eat no fat (p.63)
Charles| and the queen

High ding a ding, | heard a bird sing (p.106)
Charles|

Who did kill Cock Robbin? (p.36 ~ 37)
Morning of the murder of innocent person

Lyer lyer Lickspit (p.35) A taunt directed against someone who has been
caught

Bah,Bah a black sheep (p.33)  Selfishness of the King
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My guessing
There was a mad man (p.39)
Spit cat, spit (p.36) Elizabeth | (1558-1603)
Rain rain go away (p.205) Mary | (1553~1558)
Fee, faw, fum, | smell.... (p.102 ~ 103)

Henry V111 (1509-1547)

The threaten of death during those eras

5. Historical Facts Alluded in " Sing a Song of Sixpence"

1) The added notesin The Annotated Mother Goose

"Sing a song of sixpence, a pocket pocket full of rye...." is one of the most
popular nursery rhymes. In the book The Annotated Mother Goosg, it states
that the following isits original version with added notes.

theoriginal version
Sing a Song of Sixpence?,
Abag? full of Rye.

Four and twenty
Naughty boys®
Bak'dinaPye. 4

\When the pie was opened
The birds began to sing
Was not that a dainty dish,
To set before the king?

The king® was in his counting-
house?,

Counting out his money;

the added notes

1 Scholars have seen supposed references to
this nursery rhymein Twelfth Night _
Come on, there is sixpence for you; let's
have a song

2 In the most later version, "a pocket"

3 Inthelater version, " four and twenty
blackbirds'.

4 This seemsto refer to four and twenty
manorial deeds bakedinapie_asin
"Little Jack Horner"

% "The King" was supposed to be Henry VIII.

8 A "counting-house" was the house or office
used to conduct the business of an establish-
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The queen” wasin the parlor, ment- much referred to in The Merry

Eating bread and honey. Wives of Windsor.

7 The Queen" was supposed to be the Queen
The maid® wasin the garden, Catherine. (In AMG's original note, Catherine
Hanging out the clothes, was spelled out Katherine.)

There alitile blackbird, 8 The maid" was supposed to be Anne Boleyn:

And snapped off her nose.? the maid of queen Catherine,

9 Later versions provide happy endings.
They sent for the kin's doctor,
Who saewed it on again,
He sawed it on so neatly,
The seamwas never seen.

(AMG p.260 28)

2) Catherine of Aragon

(1485~1536, the 1st queen of Henry V111, the mother of Mary 1)
England had a diplomatic necessity of the marriage to Catherine of
Aragon, the princess of Great Spain.

The first Queen of Henry VIII, the sister of the King of Spain, was
impeccably Catholic. During those days, Spain was a much more powerful
nation than Britain. Because of an urgent necessity to keep a good diplomatic
relationship with Spain, the marriage was first arranged by the strong wish of
Henry VII, the father of Henry VIII of England. When she was 15 years old,
she had originally been married to Henry VIlII's elder brother, Arthur in 14
years old, but he died one year after the marriage. Catherine became a widow
when shewas 16 years old.

When she was 24 years old, Henry VIII, the 18-year-old young king,
asked her to marry under the same diplomatic necessity and pressure. They got
married and she became the Queen and pregnant 6 times, but only one princess
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survived.

3) Henry VIII

(1491 ~ 1547, thereign 1509 ~ 1547, 18 ~ 56 yearsold)

O Without an heir, he began to believe divine curse on his marriage to the
Queen Catherine

Quite different from his elder brother, Henry VI1II was born very hedlthy,
grew up to be a physicaly strong and intelligent prince. In order to get rid of
the taboo to marry his brother's wife, he needed the special permission issued
by the Roman Pope. He could finally manage to get married to Catherine of
Aragon with the special help of Roman Pope, however, he couldn't gain his
heir at al. The Queen Catherine once gave birth to his son, but the baby died
within weeks after the birth. Henry V111 believed that a divine curse had been
laid on his marriage for taking his dead brother's wife as his own.

This was the reason why his heart left his first queen and wanted to have
another relationship to gain a son. He noticed a ten-year younger, healthier,
merrier, well educated lady, Anne Boleyn, a maid of the Queen, and began
pursuing her seriously from around 1526. She refused to be his mere mistress,
but requested the status of the queen of England instead.

O Henry VIII decided that England would break off with Roman
Cathalic

His strong desire to have an heir brought England into a new stage.
Although Henry VIl forced Cardinal Thomas Wolsey to negotiate with
Roman Pope to allow him to get divorced, the negotiation failed in 1527. Since
any divorce could not be allowed in Catholic, he finally chose to break off the
relation with Roman Pope completely.

At this point, Henry VI1I1's most trusted servant Thomas Wolsey, who was
in the top position of the Catholic churches in England, having enjoyed the
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huge wealth and political power, was ruined. He was dismissed in 1529.

O Church of England was established and the King became Supreme
Head

In 1529, with hands of Thomas Cranmer and Thomas Cromwell, the
English Reformation happened. Then, the Church of England was established.
Henry VIl became Supreme Head, the governor of both State and Church. In
1533 he gave Thomas Cranmer the chair of Archbishop of Canterbury and
forced him judge that his former marriage was invalid and forced him

acknowledge his marriage to Anne Boleyn.

O Imprisonment and confiscation of property by breaking King'slaw

In 1530, "the lesser treason” of breaking the king's law was issued. The
penalties for this crime were imprisonment and confiscation of private
properties. William Warham, the Archbishop of Canterbury, was first listed up
as "the lesser treason." Finaly, the entire Church was held to be listed up as
"lesser treason". In 1536, Henry VIII dissolved 376 religious houses of
Catholic with the enacted law. In 1539 around 200 abbeys were aso dissolved
with this law. Most of their properties belonging to Catholic churches were
confiscated and became King's own property. This confiscation weakened the
power of Catholic churches and greatly benefited the financial situation of the

King, which empowered Henry VIII enormously.

O Dark period with lots of executions of innocent people

From the reins of Henry VIII, executions were one of the daily eventsin
London. In the picture of London Bridge drawn by C.J. Visscher in the
beginning of the 17th century, we can see dozens of traitors heads exposed on
the gate of London Bridge. There was a large number of victims who were

considered to have committed treason against the royal supremacy and then
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they were executed. Insulting the new Queen Anne Boleyn was treason.
Calling the King, Henry VI1I, amad man or heretic was treason. It was treason
to write these things or to plot these things. It was a crime to say these things.
For example, Mrs. Amadas said loud that the King was "cursed with God's
own mouth" and prophesied that he would be banished. There was a midwife
who said she would be happy to attend on the Queen Catherine, but not for
Anne Boleyn.

Thomas More died heroically for the sake of his conscience. He was one
of the most intelligent persons in the court, a friend and a teacher of Henry
VI, chancellor nominated by Henry V111, was sent to the Tower and executed.
This was because he refused to admit the divorce of Henry Vi1, also refused to
admit Elizabeth as his legitimate daughter, and rejected to attend the
coronation of the Queen Anne. After his execution, his head was long exposed
to the public view with other heads on the gate of London Bridge.

4) Anne Boleyn

(1507~1536, the 2nd Queen of Henry V111, the mother of Elizabeth I)
Within afew years, Henry V111 made Annethe Queen, but executed her to
death by atrap

Anne Boleyn, once amaid of the Queen Catherine of Aragon, was pursued
serioudy by Henry VIII for about 7 years. Knowing that he wanted to have his
son desperately, she promised to give him a son if he acknowledged her baby
as his legitimate child.

She became pregnant, and in January 1533 she got married to Henry VI
and her marriage was acknowledged by Thomas Cranmer, Archbishop of
Canterbury, and then a baby daughter was born in September 1533. This baby
later became Elizabeth |I. One and a half year later, Anne was pregnant again,
but on January 19, 1536 the due day was quite near, she miscarried. The baby
would have been a boy. Henry VIl believed that the divine curse was till on
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him. He left Anne and secretly started to have arelation with another lady, Jane
Seymour.

Four months after the miscarriage, on May 15, five court guys, including
Anne's brother, were suddenly arrested for adultery with the Queen Anne and
put on atrial. A court musician Mark Smeaton was one of them and was forced
to confess his crime under the torture. Anne was also arrested on the trumped-
up charge of adultery and put on atrial. She made a desperate attempt to plead
with Henry V111, but ended in vain. She was sent to the Tower and executed to
death on May 19, in 1536. The day after the execution of Anne, Henry VIII
announced his future wife's name Jane Seymour, and got married to her ten
days later.

Owing to this execution, Anne's marriage was dealt invalid and the status
of the Queen was deprived from her, and so was her daughter Elizabeth. She
turned out to be an illegitimate child and lost the right of the succession of
Henry VIII. Elizabeth could not have regained it unless the 6th queen of Henry
VI, Catherine Parr, had persuaded the king to rewrite his will to put his two
daughters namesin the line of his succession.

6. Histrical Facts Alluded in " The Three Blind Mice"

1) The added notesin The Annotated Mother Goose

"Three blind mice." is one of the most popular nursery rhymes.
Particularly, it is famous since it has been used as a main melody in the
suspense act "The Mouse trap" written by Agatha Christy. In this play a
murderer went on murdering one by one. The repeated melody of "Three blind
mice" puts aweird sound into the act successfully.

Three blind mice?

Three blind mice? —00—00——-»
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See how they run! —Oo0—00——-

They all ran after the farmer's wife?, 0—o0—0oo0——_0o0—
Who cut off their tailswith a carving knife, 0—00——00—00—
Did you ever seesuchasightinyour life, 00—00—00—00—
Asthreeblind mice? (AMG p.156) 0o—0o0—>0o00—

In the book The Annotated Mother Goose, the old version is introduced: "a
sight" is used here instead of "athing." The followings are notes added to this

version.

9 "The note appended to this rhyme by the editors of The Oxford
Dictionary of Nursery Rhymes reads: "This is probably the best-known
round in the world. A version of it...was included among the "Pleasant
Rounde-laies’ in Deuteromelia or the Seconde part of Musicks melodie
(1609). The editor and probable part author of this collection was
Thomas Ravenscroft, a young man still in his teens, lately a chorister at
St. Paul's. "Three Blind Mice" has survived as a round through three
and a half centuries...but it is probably James O. Halliwell who is
responsible for the secure position it holds in the nursery today. As far
as has been ascertained the words made no appearance in children's
literature prior to 1842, and [Halliwell], at first, knew only three lines of
it."

2 3. "Some attempts, few of them convincing, have been made to read
significance into "Three Blind Mice." Thus "the farmer's wife" becomes
Queen Mary | of England, so called because she was a woman of large
landed properties, and the "three blind mice" become Ridley, Latimer,
and Cranmer, all of whom were burned at the stake.”
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(AMG, p.156)

2) Queen Mary |

(1516~1558, the daughter of Queen Catherine and Henry VIII, the

reign 1553 ~ 1558, 37~42 years old)

She was impeccably Catholic. After becoming the Queen, she got married
to the son of the King of Great Spain. Under her rein, 300 Protestants
were killed on fire. She was scared so much that she was called Bloody
Mary.

Although Mary | was the only child that survived among 6 children of
Henry V11l and the Queen Catherine of Aragon, she spent most of her
childhood in humiliated and rather miserable days. Because Henry V1II chased
after Anne Bolyen, her mother had to endure heartbreaking and agonizing
years since 1526. In 1533, Mary | , 17 years old, was demoted from Princess
Mary to the illegitimate as her mother was denoted no more a queen. Three
years later, her mother died in despair. In 1543, at 27 years old, Mary's name
was put in the line of succession again by the help of the 6th queen Catherine
Parr. But when Edward VI, the son of Henry VIII, died, his sister Mary was
expected to be the successor, according to the will of Henry VIII. However,
Mary's succession to the throne was intervened by a coup d'état called "9 days
of Queen Jane Gray". After fighting against them with 15000 troops, Mary | ,
37 years old, won the battle and was welcomed by the citizens in London as
the Queen of England in 1553.

She was a very serious Catholic just like her mother. Beside that, her only
powerful ally was her Spanish cousin Carlos | , who was of course Cathalic,
and were the Roman Emperor and a so the King of Spain. He threatened war if
she denied her masses. In order to get his support and his hospitality, Mary |
had to keep a strong relationship with Spain and Catholic Church. However,
this was completely opposite to what the Kingdom of England had pursued so
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far under the reins of Henry VIII and Edward V1.

A year after her coronation, in 1554, she got married to Philip Il, the
Catholic, the son of the King of Great Spain. People said, "The queen is a
Spaniard at heart, and loves another realm better than this." And then the
burnings of heretics began and within three years about 300 protestants, most
of them were ordinary people, were killed on Mary's bonfires. With this
numerous number of executions, people scared Mary as Bloody Mary. Mary's
increasingly fanatical passion even dismayed her husband Philip I1.

3) Ridley, Latimer, and Cranmer

Nicholas Ridley ( Bishop of London), and Hugh Latimer ( Bishop of
Worcester), and Thomas Cranmer (Archbishop of Canterbury) were executed
to death on Mary I's fire. Before being set on the fire, three bishops were
examined their religious opinions. Bishop Latimer's last words to Bishop
Ridley were left behind and showed his braveness.

"Be of good comfort, Master Ridley, and play the man. We shal this
day light such a candle by God's grace in England, as | trust shall never
be put out.”

(The History of Britain, written by Simon Schama, p.326)

As for Archibishop Cranmer, in order to escape from the execution he once
signed a recantation swearing that he would change his religious opinion. But
anyway he was burned.

"For awhile he resisted, then when the writ for his burning was issued,
he crumbled, signing a recantation. If he had hoped to save his life, he
was wrong. Instead, the queen demanded that he made a formal

statement of contrition in St.Mary's, the university church, and then be
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burned anyway. But instead of the expected words of atonement and
remorse, Cranmer defiantly reiterated his Protestant beliefs. Uproar
broke out. Shouting "As for the pope | refuse him as anti-Christ,"
Cranmer was dragged from the pulpit and to the stake. With the fire set,
he thrust the hand that had signed the false recantation into the flames,
punishing it for itsinsincerity."

(The History of Britain, written by Simon Schama, p.326)

7. An Attempt to Interpret the Best-known Nonsense Ver se.

What is the allution secretly set behind " Hey Diddle Diddle, the Cat and the
Fiddle"
1) Theadded notes

As for this song, the editors of The Annotated Mother Goose added the
following note and pointed out that this is the best-known nonsense verse.

"The editor of The Oxford Dictionary of Nursery Rhymes call "High
Diddle, Diddle" "probably the best-known nonsense verse in the
language," and add significantly that "a considerable amount of
nonsense has been written about it"

(AMG p.56)

Referring to the original version and some notes added there, | am going to
try to give an interpretation of this nonsense verse, based on the historical facts
about Elizabeth |, reflecting the situation of England in the 16th century .

Theoriginal version
High diddle,diddlev, —00——>00—~>0n
The Cat and the Fiddle?, 0—0oo0—-a0
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The Cow jump'd over the Moon?; 0—00——00——
Thelittle Dog laugh'd® 0—0o0—0o0—
To see such Craft9, 0—0o00——>00—
And the Dish ran away with the Spoon®. o0—0o0——00——

The present version
Hey diddle d%,
The cat and thefiddle,
The cow jumped over the moon;
The little dog laughed
To seesuch sport,

And the dish ran away with the spoon

D The refrain is exceedingly ancient. A line in a play by Thomas Preston,
Cambises King of Percia, printed in 1569, implies that it was a tune played for
dancing.

2 There seems to be no reason to doubt that even before the reign of Henry VIII,
it was the custom to dub those in and about the court with ridiculous nicknames,
generally of animals. A violent epidemic of this kind of nicknaming seems to
have swept over the court during the reign of Elizabeth | . The Cat of thisline,
some scholars think, was Elizabeth | herself, called "The Cat" from the manner
in which she played with her Cabinet asiif the ministers were so many mice.

As for the Fiddle, Katherine Elwes Thomas wrote that: "As the supposedly
sedate age of 48, "the Cat" was frequently to be caught sight of her apartments
spiritedly dancing to the music of her beloved fiddle."

3 This line, too, has been connected by some scholars with Elizabeth | , through
the elaborate charades that she caused to be played at Whitehall and at Hampton
Court.

4 "The little Dog" say those scholars who hold to an Elizabethan origin of this
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rhyme, was Robert Dudley, Earl of Leiccester (1532?7~1588). Elizabeth for a
time thought of marrying him. "I cannot live without seeing him every day," she
told De Foys, the French ambassador to her court. "He is like my little lap-
dog...." Says the Melody at the end of the rhyme: "It must be a little dog that
laugh'd for a great dog would be ashamed to laugh at such nonsense.”

9 Usually, "To see such sport,” but the above is the earliest printed version.

® To some, ancther reason for identifying the rhyme with Elizabeth | and her
court and an interesting one. "The Dish" was, it is said, the formal title given to
the courtier honored by being detailed to carry certain golden dishes into the
state dining room. "The Spoon," always a beautiful young woman of the court,
was the lady selected to be as a taster at the royal meals—a precaution many
kings and queens then took to keep from being poisoned by their loving
subjects.

The particular "Dish" and "Spoon" supposed to have been referred to here
were Edward, Earl of Hertford, and Lady Katherine Grey, sister of the famous
Lady Jane Grey (Jane Grey, great-niece of Henry VIII,...unwillingly proclaimed
queen, was imprisoned after 9 days and then Mary | became queen). Edward and
Lady Katherine were secretly married. As soon as Elizabeth discovered this, she
had the couple confined to the Tower of London. There they existed for seven
years, and there two children were born to them.

(AMG p.55~58)

2) Elizabeth |

(1533 ~ 1603, the daughter of Anne Boleyn and Henry V111, thereign
1558 ~ 1603, 25~ 70 yearsold)

Elizabeth | hasbeen believed to be the greatest queen of England, who had
established the basis of prosperity of the Great Kingdom of England, by

fighting over the Invincible Armada of the Great Spain in 1588. However,

legitimateness had always been a distressing issue to Elizabeth |
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throughout her wholelife.

When she was born in 1533, she was announced an legitimate daughter by
Henry VIII. However the matter was not simple. When her mother Anne
Boleyn became Queen, Henry VIII's marriage to the former Queen Catherine
was announced invalid and as the result Catherine's daughter princess Mary |
was demoted to illegitimate.

When Anne Boleyn was executed in 1536, Henry VIII's second marriage
to Anne Boleyn was announced invalid. Asthe result her daughter Elizabeth I's
right of success was deprived by her father Henry VIII and demoted to
illegitimate. In around 1543, when she was about 10 years old, the 67 Queen
persuaded Henry VIII to regain Mary | and Elizabeth | their rights of
succession. They were again treated as princesses and were given high
education.

However, when her half sister Mary | became the Queen in 1553,
Elizabeth | was arrested by her and imprisoned into The Tower of London. It
was like amiracle that she got out of it.

Even after Elizabeth | became the Queen of England in 1558, there were
some groups of people who denied her status as the Queen of England. Her
true mother was a mere maid of former queen. Beside that the marriage was
not admitted by Roman Pope, and then denied by her very husband, Supreme
Head, and executed to degth for the crime of adultery. Her adultery was not
true, but Elizabeth was branded as an illegitimate daughter, the daughter of a
criminal. She must have been in a difficult situation to keep insisting her right
of success. This must aways have been the source of her distress.

3) An Attempt to interpret thissong
High diddle diddle:
| suppose this phrase means: Let's dance and sing a song of Highness. In

later version, "High" was replaced by "Hey". | suppose that "High" in the
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original version had an important information because "High" could have an
allusion of Highness meaning the King, or Queen. So this part could be
interpreted as "Now let sing a song about the Royal Family." There is also
another song starting with "High" as the following. The first line of "High ding
ading", is quite similar to "High diddle diddle." It is apparent from the added
note, " perhaps the soldiers were ordered by Parliament to escort Charles | to

his excursion.”

High ding ading, | heard a bird sing,
The parliament soldiers are gone to the king;
Some they did laugh, and some they did cry

To see the parliament soldiers go by.

The Cat and the Fiddle:
This line means the Queen Elizabeth | and her lover, Robert Dudley, who

enjoyed dancing with the sound of fiddle every night in the queen’'s room.

The Cow jumped over the Moon:

In English dang, a cow could mean a silly woman, who is able to bear a
baby and produces milk. In this song, the cow meant Anne Boleyn, a mere
woman. But a mere woman jumped over the queen Catherine of Aragon, who
was just like the moon, a very respected lady at high rank but couldn't have a
baby any more, particularly a son. This was the reason why a mere woman
Anne Boleyn could take over the place of the wife of Henry VIII, but shewas a
mere woman, could not be a queen at al. So her daughter Elizabeth | could not
be an legitimate daughter of the King. She could not have aright of success.

The little Dog laughed to see such Craft :
Even to the eyes of Robert Dudley, the queen's lover, with the mind of
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little puppy, it looked strange and silly : people prepared crafts and managed to
pursue the right of success of King anyhow. While the queen, with a mind of
great dog, would be ashamed to laugh at such crafts. She could not neglect this
kind of serious craft which might threaten her status, even the life of the Queen
herself, Elizabeth | .

And the Dish ran away with the Spoon:

The courtier Edward, Earl of Hertford, and the Lady Katherine Grey
secretly ran away from the Queen to get married. Probably this was not a mere
love affair, but a craft to pursue the right of succession, the of status of King.
They wanted to have a baby secretly and were going to claim that the true right
of King was not on Elizabeth | , an illegitimate daughter of Henry VIII, but on
their baby, who legitimately succeeded the blood of Henry VIII, should be in
the true legitimate line of success.

Probably the legitimateness of Elizabeth | should not be argued, talked,
nor rumored publicly in those days. The nonsense rhyme must have been a
wise way and the only way to speak it out in public. The person with some
understanding would have guessed the true meaning, and the person without
any sense would just have enjoyed the agreeable sound and strange nonsense
world. One who sang this song could not be arrested because it was just a mere
song, a nonsense song, containing no sense at all.

The original rhyme used the word "craft”, which could mean some
elaborate plans or elaborate caution, or elaborate preparations, elaborate ways
of dealing something. When we got the information about what Henry V11 did
to get his second marriage, and denied the first marriage, and again trapped
Anne Boleyn to get rid of the position of queen, the word "craft" should be the
word. In the later version " craft" was replaced with "sport”, losing the original

allusion completely.
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From the aspect of sound agreeability, the "craft" should be in this rhyme,
not "sport”. When you recite most of nursery rhymes, you will soon redize
that nice rhymes have nice sound repetition. As for this rhyme, "diddle" and
"fiddle" share the same rhyme iddle, and "moon" and "spoon” share the same
rhyme oon. While "laughed" and "sport" don't. However if "craft" of earlier
version is used instead of "sport" of present version, "laughed" and "craft"
share aft.

8. Rhymes Related with the General Public in the 16th Century

1) Rhymes sung by singersor actorsin inns as entertainments
In the time of the 16th century, there were singers who earned supper or
small money by singing songs in inns. In the following nursery rhyme, we can

identify the existence of thistype of singers.

Little Tom Tucker
Sngsfor his supper;
What shall he Eat?
White bread and Butter;

How will he Cut it,

Without e're a Knife?

And how will he be Married,
Without €re a Wife

In those days, a number of travelers and merchants stayed in inns to do some
business at London. Probably eating and drinking ae, they listened to those
rhymes and made a big fuss.

One by one, the yard of inns became the center of traveling groups of

singers and actors. In the yard, surrounded by the balconies of the inn, a
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temporary stage was built up. This was called "inn theater". One of the most
famous inn theaters was opened at the "George Inn", located in Southwark,
which has been preserved by The National Trust. Today you can enjoy acts of

Shakespeare there in every summer season.

2) The power of lineson the stage attracted the general public

At this type of inn theaters, the public crowded together, killed time, and
relaxed themselves. Watching and listening to the stage was one of their ways
to work off their excess energy. Quite different from other European countries,
in England of the 16 century, the performance of plays mostly started from
the stages of inn theaters and also alarge number of ordinary people enjoyed it.

But the audience could not hear entertainers' voice clearly at inn theaters
under the blue sky. Inn theaters had neither roof nor built-in seats. The customers
of the inns would watch the stage from their own balconies, listening to voices of
entertainers mixed together with the sound of eating and drinking. Poor audience
had to stand up or sit on the muddy ground in front of the stage. Inn theaters had
no wallsto get rid of the noise of wheels rolling, horses neighing, dogs barking,
or the cries of street vendors.

Those bad audio conditions of inn theaters required singers or actors to
improve their power of oral expression. If the entertainers' voices were weak,
no one would entertain themselves. Probably there would be lots of hooting
and jeering from crowd who couldn't catch lines. If the lines were neither
interesting nor impressive, the audience would never concentrate themselves.
Therefore, they would make a big fuss and would not try to listen to them
again.

This was the reason why actors or singers had to improve their voices deep
enough to penetrate to the audience, make them more impressive, more
rhythmical, and more attractive to the audience. The attractiveness of sound

expression, agreeability of sound repetition, impressive rhythm, lines easy to
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memorize are the essential characters to attract the attention of the audience.
Probably actors, singers or script writers had to reproduce again and again to
find out the more rhythmical, more impressive, and more popular lines to the

audience.

3) Suppression to thetheaters: sourcesof riot, uprisings

In the 16" century, under the reign of Henry VIII, and the reigns of his
three children Edward VI, Mary | , and Elizabeth | , executions were often seen
in public. A lot of innocent people were arrested, imprisoned, confiscated and
executed as they were claimed for breaking King's law. When the lines which
actors or singers spoke on the stage, were claimed to be treason, they would be
arrested and executed to death, and then their heads would be exposed on the
gate of London Bridge. Any lines hiting satires on the society on the stage were
considered as the sources of riots and breaking King's law. Suppression to the
theaters was often observed during this period. To try to avoid execution, but at
the same time to try to express their own opinions, they chose to use a lot of

dlusions and nonsense versein lines.

9. Conclusion

Though the nursery rhymes contain rhythm and sound agreeable enough to
nurse little kids, | conclude that most of the rhymes sung in the 16" century
were not sung for kids, but for the public. They were one of the forms of
entertainment or the satire on their King or Queens, the absolute monarchies.
However, the satires should have been put on the rhymes secretly with
alusions.

The following three most popular, but rather nonsense merrily rhymes
secretly contain the biting satire on the royal family of Henry VIII.

"Three blind mice", which is a very popular rhyme with its strange scary
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image, is supposed to sing the weirdness and menace of Mary | , with aluding
aseries of murdering innocent people on stake.

"Sng a song of sixpence", which is a very pleasant type of rhyme with
merry King and Queen, is supposed to sing how Henry VIl was blinded with
self interest, with alluding briberies and two queens.

"Hey diddle diddle, the cat and the fiddle" is probably the best-known
nonsense verse full of non-human characters: a cat, a fiddle, the moon, adog, a
dish, and a spoon. This is supposed to be a rhyme singing out the doubt as to
thelegitimacy of Elizabeth | .
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