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A Study on Language and Autism
— Defective Communication as the Reflection of Human Mind—

Noriko Nakaoka

1. Introduction

Communicating with an autistic child is not easy, sometimes very difficult
or seems almost impossible to ordinary people. However, this does not mean
that he or she avoids or hates communicating with others. The word "autism” is
often misunderstood by many people, particularly in Japan. The word 'autism'’
is translated into0 0 0O O (jihei-sho)O in Japanese, using three Chinese
characters:0] 0 0 meaning 'self',0 O O ‘closed’, andD O O 'disease’. Because of
the Japanese terminology, many of the Japanese are apt to hold a false
impression that an autistic child is a child who avoids interaction with others
by his or her own will. In another word, an autistic child is often regarded as a
child who has locked himself/herself up in hisslher own cell of self as he/she
wants to be separated from the outside world.

"Autism" is a disease caused by serious defects in the function of brain.
Autistic children are those whose communication ability is not fully developed
because of damagesin their brain tissue for some reasons. Because of this, they
cannot communicate with others as ordinary children do.

The symptom of autism varies greatly depending on individuals suffering
autism. Specialists argue that if there are 100 autistic children, there would
probably be 100 different patterns of symptoms.

Some of autism children remain totally mute throughout their whole lives.

Some speak out only a single word, not even a short sentence, and some repeat
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same phrases over and over again. Some only repeat what they hear, the
symptom of which is called "echoldia." In particular, sing-a-song repetitions
are calming, joyous activities for many autistics who are occasionally engaged
in. In general, many autistics have a keen sense of tone or rhythms. Therefore
they can sometimes understand meanings of spoken language much better
which have rhythm and sound like a song. Some seem to have suffered from
only a slight delay of development of language ability, and to have acquired a
large number of vocabulary. But even so, they cannot continue conversation
with others. They cannot make an ordinary conversation in such away as two-
way communication. They often speak to themselves on favorite subjects.

We are going to take a short glance at language confusion among autistics.
The following list of words was made by a 12-year-old autistic girl. As "NO"
and "KNOW" are pronounced in the same way of [nou], she might have
confused the two words and was supposed to make a guess that a negative
word of "NO" was inserted into a different word of "KNOW." Then she
seemed to make another guess that there must be aword 'KY ESW' in which an
affirmative word of "YES" was put between K and W, and was pronounced in
the same way of YES[jes].

NO ( negative) KNOW
YES (affirmative) KYESW ( ? )

Though this type of confusion, however, is not necessarily observed
among autistic children, her confusion observed here must block her
development of language. She created a new word such as "KYESW" by
making her own guess by hearing some words, which means that she has a
high level of intelligence. But in spite of her high level of intelligence, she
seemsto have lost her way in the labyrinth of language.

Even if they cannot speak language or cannot avoid confusions of words,

autistic children have intelligence. If they are put in appropriate language
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environments or are given proper aids for learning language such as flash
cards, picture cards, and a computer, they would begin to understand the
meanings of language: what they are required to do; what is today's schedule;
which step they should take next; and what they are not allowed to do. Being
assisted with these tools, some would become able to communicate with others
to some extent. It is a case in point that they stay in a computer room and
continue "talking" for hours with others in a computer network. In the chat
rooms, discussion boards or websites only for autistics, some of them can
communicate with other autistics by using computers terminals. Thisis a good
example how they can learn to communicate with others with the aid of

learning tools.

The followings are chat roomsin the United States.
#autistichat (http://www.autismforum.net/)
#chatautism (http://www.chatautism.com)
#wrongplanet (http://www.wrongplanet.net/)
#atf (http://www.aspiesforfreedom.com)

The purpose of this paper is to decipher the mystery of a hidden language
property of autistic children. It is difficult to collect data about problems of
language acquisition by autistic children and to make analyses about them
because, as aready mentioned, symptoms of individual autistics are totally
different among them. However, if we choose one autistic child as a case
study, and observe her peculiarities and difficulties she was faced in her daily
life, the study of autism will provide us a clue to analyze the relationship

between language ability and the human nature.

2. Language asthe Reflection of Human Mind
Cognitive science teaches that mind is part of the function of brain, that is
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to say, part of phenomena of human beings. The function of brain is aso
supported by biological factors such as heredity, embryo, and evolution.
Language is so closely related with human mind that language should not be
regarded just substance outside of mind, but as part of the function of mind.

Noam Chomsky argues that large parts of what adult mind can do are
innate. No child is born to be able to automatically speak a language. All
people are born only with a powerful language-learning ability, which allows
them to learn a mother tongue very quickly and easily in their early years.

Noam Chomsky considers that the ability of language acquisition is the
universal property which human beings innately born with. Therefore,
language is a mirror which reflects human mind in a deeper sense. Language is
a production of working of human intelligence and is acquired by each
individual through the process far beyond the dimensions of intension and
awareness.

Human language is an extraordinarily complicated system. It would be
impossible for any other creatures to achieve such a highly intellectual
development as language. If a creature, which is not innately born with a
language, could have its own language, it must need an extraordinarily large
amount of well-organized and unbearable learning effort to acquire it.

In case of human beings, however, no infant needs special efforts or
programs to acquire a mother tongue. Within a comparatively short period of
time, every normal infant can acquire a language without fail. What is needed
isthat they should be put in language learning environments. Every infant soon
comes to discover, to generalize and to use specified rules of alanguage and its
complicated structures. Even though inside structures of a particular language
look quite complicated and specified, no infant feelsit difficult to perceive this
complicated system. In short, any infant will never fail to acquire this elaborate
language system. Thanks to a language, we can exchange ideas and share

feelings with others. Through this interaction with others, we can create new
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ideas and subtle perception of the world and can influence a decision making
of others.

"Chomsky made the concept of "modularity” a critical feature of the
mind's cognitive architecture. The mind is composed of an array of
interacting, specialized subsystems with limited flows of inter-
communication.”

Chomsky aso states that by making researches about specified features,
structures, organizations, and usage of natural languages, we could
comprehend intellectual characteristics of human beings. If the cognitive
capacity of human beings is truly unique and the most remarkable, the studies
on languages would necessarily lead to deep understanding of the human
nature.

Even though every child is innately born with language ability, most of
autistic children are actually born defective in their language ability and have
troubles with acquiring their mother tongue. For along time, the real problem
of language acquisition by autistics has been ignored by treating them as being
mentally deterred or psychopath. But as the language acquisition problem of
autistics reflects the function of brain, the study of these issues will certainly
shed light on the relationship of human intelligence and brain.

If autistic children are accepted as a member of their society, and are given
proper instructions and education in the early stage of their childhood, they will
develop communication ability which is sufficient for them to communicate
with others. As the study of particular languages such as English or Japanese
provides us with "significant knowledge about human nature" as Chomsky
said, the study of the phenomena of language defects of autistics would also

provide us with significant insight about the human nature.
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3. Definition of Autism

1) Autism

Autism is not a mental disease, but it is a life-long biological condition
that affects adversely the development of the function of brain of children. In
another word, it is not a psychological condition but a neurological one.
Autism is not caused by childhood trauma or abuse after their birth, but by
physical damage done to certain aress of the brain either before birth or in the
early childhood. Damaged brain will affect not only their ability to make social
interaction with others, but also their ability to have perception, to make motor
coordination, to envision imagination, and to use language.

2) Classic Autism

Of the most common descriptions of autism, Dr. Leo Kanner's syndrome
is referred as classical autism, which implies low-functioning of brain. Dr.
Kanner is the medical doctor who first coined the word of "the early infantile
autism" in 1943, based on the study of a group of eleven children at the Johns
Hopkins Hospital.

Classic autism can be referred to the most severe form of autism. Many of
them suffering classic autism are nonverbal. They suffer from hypersensitivity
to environments such as sounds and color, and also have a great deal of
difficulty of adapting themselves to changes of their surroundings. Certain
sounds, color, and textures, which do not usually give any unpleasant feding to
ordinary people, will cause them to feel extremely upsetting. Occasionally
some adhere to ritualistic behavior patterns and routinesin their daily life. Any
changes in routines can upset them, cause a panic in them and make them
retreat from daily life to their own confined world.
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3) High and Low Functioning of Autism
The terms of high functioning and low functioning are applied to people
with an autism diagnosis. Although the actual distinction between high
functioning and low functioning is ambiguous, the followings are the common
criteriafor each of them.
High Functioning of Autism: those who have language skills
(those who can read, write, listen and speak)
those who score an |Q above 70~80
Low Functioning of Autism: those who do not have language skills
(those who cannot read, write, listen or speak)
those who score an 1Q below 70~80

4) Asperger's Syndrome

Dr. Hans Asperger, a German scientist, studied a different form of autism
a the same time when Dr. Leo Kanner did, but Asperger's work came to be
known to the world after World War .

Asperger's syndrome is considered as the "highest form" of autism. Unlike
High Functioning Autism, Asperger's syndrome does not have delay of
language acquisition. Even though those who suffer high function autism can
speak a language as seemingly ordinary people, they actually cannot make a
social interaction with others. They have sensory issues and obsessive
compulsive disorder. As in the case of this syndrome, there is no language

acquisition problem, we will not discussit in this paper.

5) Symptoms of Autistic Children
Following symptoms in relation to language acquisition are possible
indicators to measure autism spectrum disorders.
0O By one year of age, a child does not babble, point, or make meaningful

gestures.
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O By 16 months of age, a child does not speak even one word.
0 By 2 years of age, achild does not start pivot words: two-word sentences.
0O A child does not respond to his or her name called.
O A child lacks language or socia skills.
There are some other indicators which seem to have little relationship directly
with language.
O A child lacks eye contact.
A child seems not to know how to play with toysin a usua manner.
A child excessively lines up toys or other objects.
A child is attached to one particular toy or object.

O o o o

A child doesn't smile socially. (But he or she may smile during periods of
self-stimulatory behavior.)
O A child seemsto have hearing problems occasionally.

4. Normal Language Acquisition Promoted by the Daily Interaction

1) Being Soaked in Daily Repetition of Communicative Exchanges

Since they breathed for the first time after their birth, through daily
activities such as bathing, feeding and dressing, infants have been exposed to
environments of communicative exchanges with their parents, family and
caregivers. During these activities, parents and caregivers give some comments
on the infants' reactions and unconsciously often repeat and exaggerate their
vocalizations. This sort of daily interaction helps build intimacy between them
and their parents or caregivers. It also provokes infants' interests in their
surrounding situation. Communicative exchanges in daily interaction provide
them with necessary intellectual stimulation for later language development.
Through the process of language acquisition, infants are socialized step by step
and learn how to communicate, to behave, and to think appropriately in given
situations. In this way, infants begin to acquire the skills how to use language
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to convey messages to others, to express their own feelings and to achieve their
intentions. There are several steps for them to acquire a mother tongue, which
are considered to be programmed innately.

2) Response by Cooing and Babbling

Though no one can teach infants how to coo and how to babble at the
beginning stage, they begin to respond to their parents or caregivers by cooing
and babbling. This means that infants are programmed to coo and babble so as
to develop a sense of the role of alanguage in communication by the end of the
first year after their birth. The connection between communication and sound-
making such as cooing and babbling marks the opening of true language.

At about one month of age, when their parents or caregiver interact with
infants, they generally begin to respond by cooing. Cooing is to repeat vowel-
like sounds such as "oooooh" or "aaaaah." At around 3 or 4 months old, infants
will add consonant sounds to their cooing.

At between 4 and 6 months old, infants begin to babble. Babbling usually
consists of bilabial consonants and vowel sounds. Infants are able to combine
these consonants and vowel sounds into syllable-like sequences, such as
mamamamamam, bababababa and papapapapa.

3) The First Word :Holophrases:

At the beginning of the second year after their birth, infants start to utter
"holophrases': the first words, which usually contain only one or two very
simple words at atime. By uttering a single word in certain situation, however,
infants seem to represent a whole meaning of an entire sentence.

Pronunciation of infants' first words is usualy very different from that of
adults. Usually only their parents can catch their sound and identify what they
are saying. Most of the first words are nouns: names for things, animals,

persons, or events.
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When infants start to utter a single word, they pronounce them slowly.
However, once they have learned ten words, their speed to learn new words
will accelerate faster and faster. Thisis called "vocabulary spurt”.

4) Pivot Words: Two-Word Sentences

By their second birthday, children begin to combine words and to generate
simple sentences. Initialy, the first sentences are often two-word sentences,
gradually evolving into longer ones. Children's first sentences have been called
"telegraphic speech” because these sentences resemble an abbreviated language
of atelegram. Like a telegram, children's first sentences contain mainly
essential content words, such as verbs and nouns, but omit function words,
such as articles, prepositions, and pronouns, auxiliary verbs.

Although children's first sentences are unavoidably ungrammatical, they
are far more than strings of random words combined. Instead, they have a
structure of their own. A characteristic of the structure is that some words,
called "pivot words," are used in a mostly fixed position, and are combined
with other less frequently used words referred to as "open words,” which can
be easily replaced by other words. For example, a child may use "more" as a
pivot word, and create sentences such as, "more cookie, "more car," and "more
doggie."

5) Creativity and Overgeneralization

Crestivity also plays an essential role in ‘pivot words at the first sentence
stage. When children discover some general rule of grammar, they apply that
rule and check its effect, and sometimes generate a completely new, but never
heard expression, such as 'goed' for 'went', and 'eated' for 'ate'. This
overgeneralization of the rule reflects a creative aspect of children's language
acquisition. This has been reveaed through researches that many of children's

early sentences such as "all gone cookie" and "more read" are creative
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statements which are not heard in adult speeches.

In Japanese, | once foundD *0 0 0 O O O *chigagadetad, instead of 0 O O
0 O O 'chigadeta, in my daughter'stalk in her early language acquisition stage.
In Japanese 'blood' is'chi', 'bled' is'chi-gadeta.’ She seemed to misunderstand
that 'chiga is 'blood." When she began to notice the grammatica role of 'ga,
she over-generalized it and created 'chiga-ga deta’, which she never heard
before.

Like the first-word creation, context and actual communication situation
plays an important role to understand children's pivot words. This is because
first-words and pivot words cannot be separated from the context in order
understand exact meaning expressed by children. As children's use of pivot
words increases, the number of single-word use declines, and then the pivot
words expression become increasingly elaborate and sophisticated, and
develop into sentences.

5. Difficulties, Anxieties, and a Sign of Communication Observed in
the Daily Life of One Autistic Child

The followings are excerpts from the nonfiction For the Love of Ann
written in 1973 by James Copeland, a newspaper reporter of Daily Mirror in
Manchester. As this nonfiction was based on the past 20 year-dairy of Ann's
father, Jack Hodges, the details of Ann's daily life was reported in a quite
exact, vivid and persuasive touch. The following parts are excerpted and
underlined by Noriko Nakaoka.

Situations surrounding autistic children in 2005 and those of 50 years ago
are dramatically different. However, the excerpts of the book still show us a
clear image of difficulties and anxieties of autistic children in their daily life.
They aso vividly describe us an interacting process of the family life, from the

day they heard no cooing from the baby, to the day they heard the first sound
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from the eight-year-old girl.

1) A Very Good Baby but No Cooing

Ann was an exceptionally good baby. But she was quite different from
other babies. There was no communicative response to her parents from her.
She neither cooed nor showed any interest in the outside world.

"Ann was a good baby. An exceptionally good baby. She cried when
she was hungry---and that was all. As the weeks rolled by EVERY ONE

remarked on just how good she was. She would lie in her pram for hours

at atime and it was easy to forget she was even there. She was developing

perfectly, took al her feed and was putting on weight at a normal rate. But
she appeared to take very little interest in the things around her.

But as the weeks rolled on the niggling doubts began. Ann didn't
gurgle and coo like other babies. She didn't make a sound except when she

was hungry. Now she was sitting up by herself and yet not once did she

put out her arms to be picked up and cuddled. Nothing. She showed no

recognition." (FLA :For the Love of Ann, p.19)
2) Something Abnormal with her Nerve System
There was something abnormal with Ann's eyesight or nerve system. Ann

did not sleep, but only kept staring fixedly at the light for hours.

"Nights became alarming experiences. She would lie staring fixedly at

the light above her cot for hours on end. Jack decided to fix a paper shied

over the light. But as soon as he did that Ann started to cry. No tears. Just

adry crying sound that eventually turned into a horrifying scream. And the

shade had to be removes.....Those first niggling doubts were taking on an
aura of horror. No matter what time of night they went in to her, she
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appeared to be awake-staring at that light." (FLA: p.20)

3) Unmentionable Fearsin her Walking

Generally speaking, parents can find a great pleasure and relief from
anxiety when they notice that their baby begins to walk. But Ann's parents felt
unmentionably scared in her walking.

"Now her walking was bringing unmentionable fears. She had

boundless energy and would run around the house for hours on end,

bumping into furniture, falling and fumbling---and never showing any

sign of hurt or pain. If anyone tried to pick her up she would start those

piercing screams and fight to get away." (FLA:p.21)

4) Medtime as a Marathon Mind-shattering Experience

Eating time is usually ajoyful time for children, even for children who are
sick in bed at a hospital. However, eating time became unbearable and
heartbreaking for Ann's family. Every mealtime became a marathon mind-
shattering experience.

"Weaning her was also proving virtually impossible. Every time they

tried to spoon-feed her she screamed until they gave her back the bottle.
One particular bottle and teat. She would entertain no other." (FLA: p.2)

"They managed to get her to suck semi-solids from a spoon. But only

giving her the bottle to suck between mouthfuls. Each mealtime became a

marathon mind-shattering experience for Jack and Ivy. The bottle had

become the child's centre of affection. Part of her very life. It went
everywhere with her. And that bottle eventually nicknamed "dolly" by the

family---was to be part and parcel of Ann's life until she was seven years
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old." (FLA:p.20)

5) Scaring Behaviors and Doubt of her Nerves

Probably a two-year-old adorable girl like Ann is a center of affectionin a
family and neighbors. Even strangers will feel happy to watch such a girl. In
case of Ann, however, nobody could feel happy about her, but were scared to
watch her behavior. The visiting district nurse doubted the devel opment of her

nerves.

"By now her behavior was beyond all reason. She had become
obsessed with a chair-one particular chair---and would sit for hours
rocking to and fro in it. Then she would bang her head against the wall,

and scream if anyone tried to stop her. She pulled her hair out in handfuls
and stuffed it in her.

The district nurse who came to visit Ivy after Ledlie was born became
concerned about the little girl and suggested that they should take her to
see a specialist. He admitted he was baffled and sent them on a round of

other specidists. Her ears were examined, her eyes, her arms and legs and

her chest. But no one could come up with a reason for her behavior."
(FLA: p.22~23)

6) Difficulties with Something New

Almost all autistic children have a problem to accept anything new.
However, there are lots of goods around us for daily use, such as dishes, tables,
chairs, refrigerators, TV sets, wallpaper, bookshelf, cars, bicycles, bags,
clothes, shoes, toothbrushes, towels, and so on. In daily life housekeepers have
to replace them with new ones if needed. Family members have to help autistic
children do these daily practices. This situation is clearly described in the

following paragraph.
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"Clothes and shoes were now becoming a problem. It took weeks of
perseverance to get her to put on anything new. Ann would scream and

try to tear them off. Eventually they found a way round it by letting her

wear her old clothes on alternate days, until she became obsessed with the
new clothes."(FLA:p.25)

"The teat had now grown to obscene proportions through constant
sucking and being scalded with boiling water. Jack and Ivy tried to change

it for a new one, but Ann was not deceived. In a way it was uncanny.

Here was a child showing every sign of being mentally subnormal, but she
could immediately tell if the teat had been changed, even though Jack had
spent hours doctoring a new oneto look likethe old.” (FLA: p.25)

"Ivy, who had dreamed for so long of dressing her little daughter up
in bows and frills, grew to dread the days when the child required anything
new at all. Ann hated change of any kind---including new wallpaper.

When Jack re-papered their little lounge, Ann screamed for three days."
(FLA:p.25)

7) Difficulties to Play with Other Children

Autistic children are usually in trouble to play with other children

including their brothers or sisters. They are occasionally regarded as visitors

from the outer space, and they are mostly excluded from the playing group.

Even if close family members try to do their best to help autistic brothers or

sisters play together with them, their efforts may result in vain because they

cannot communicate with them. Again, this situation is described in the

following sentence.

"They (Ann's brothers) had soon given up trying to play with her. She
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was vicious and destructive with any toy they gave her. All she wanted

were pieces of string, sticks and stones and to be left alone rocking in her
chair. Ann always at hand was 'dolly"." (FLA:p.25)

8) Being Forced to Do, but No Response
Though Ann's brothers tried to persuade Ann to look into their eyes, she
avoided eye contact. They forced her to pronounce words, but no response

came from her.

"By now Ann responded almost immediately to their commands, but
she would not look them straight in the eye. They tried holding her face

with both hands and putting their own faces closes close to hers and
talking to her. But she seemed to fix her eye on some middle distance and

would not look into their eyes. They spent weeks telling her the names of

objects, but her only response was to blow down her nose. Apart from that
she did not make any attempt to speak.” (FLA: p.76)

9) No Sound Uttered for Eight Y ears
When Ann became eight years old, she could not speak even one word

loudly.

"There was no struggling sound fighting to get out, no attempt at

anything but blowing down her nose........... She was eight now and they

desperately wanted her to have an education. If only those words would
come they would get her into aschool, or die in the attempt..." (FLA:p.76)

10) Mimicking her Brothers
By mimicking her brothers, she finally began to laugh and show an

interest in television programs.
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"She now had started showing an interest in television, and with her

brothers became a fan of children's programs. She would laugh when they

laughed, but Jack was sure she was only mimicking them. But strangely,
somehow, she knew when it was time for her favorite programs-even
when the boys were not there. That was something they could not
understand. It was uncanny in a way. They encouraged her to watch.
Perhaps through television there would be the breakthrough."
(FLA:p.76~77)

11) The First Sound, the First Word
She spoke the first word by mimicking her brothers.

"It came on the evening of March 14,1960.( 8 years and 2 months
old).......Jack and Ivy were watching a quiz program while the children
played on the floor with their toy cars. A row blew up between the boys
over one particular cars. Jack angrily told them to be quiet, and they
continued their argument in whispers. Leslie was trying to take a car out of
Leonard's hand, saying 'Yes and Leonard was adamantly refusing to let it
go, 'No,' he said. So it went on for a few minutes, those whispered words
'Yes and 'No'. And then suddenly there was another whispered voice. Ann

had a car in one hand and was pulling it with the other saying 'Y EH' and

then pulling it back and saying 'NAH'. What a marvelous moment!
(FLA:p.77)

6. Symptoms of Autistic Children in Relation to Language Acquisition

1) Homonym
For persons suffering autism, one sound is strictly bounded with one
meaning. This is because they cannot comprehend homonym. It would be very

hard for them to accept two or three meanings for one sound. There is one
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example to show the case. As "Tha" and "tie" have the same sound [ta], an
autistic person refused to eat "Thai" food because, when he heard it, he
imagined the food made of "tie."

2) Auditory Defect Doubted by Parents

Autistic children usually neglect sentences spoken to them. The first
response from parents to witness the negligence of sounds by their children is
that as their children may have serious hearing problems, they cannot hear the
sound at all. Parents often take them to a clinic for auditory tests. After the
tests, a doctor would explain them that their children have no problems in
auditory organs. However, in most cases, parents are not satisfied with doctor's
diagnosis, and continue to seek for the real reason for the hearing problems of
their autistic children by visiting one clinic after ancther.

Against parents’ expectation, unfamiliar situations at a clinic where they
visit may cause panic to autistic children. Their panic may prevent medical
tests from being conducted in a proper way. If this happens, parents may not be
given diagnosis they need to know. Without full understanding of the problems
which their children have, parents cannot treat their children properly and fail
to provide necessary training to them at the early stage of their growth. That
would aggravate the situations for them.

3) Abnormal Response to Sound

In most cases, autistic children respond certain sound abnormally. Without
intensive and careful observation about them, parents may fail to realize what
is going on for their children. For instance, autistic children seem to behave as
if they do not hear sound of not only ordinary conversation but also a big sound
around them. They do not make any clear responses even when they hear even
noisy sounds of engines or sirens. But some of them have keen auditory sense

to very small fricative sounds produced by crumpling a piece of paper into a
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ball. A certain sound torments them so hard that they are driven to panic and
try to avoid hearing it by covering their ears with their hands. Surprisingly
some of autistic children can perceive sounds beyond the range of the normally
perceptible frequency level.

4) Echoldia

Echolalia comes from a Greek word "echo," meaning "repetition of
sound," and from another Greek word "lalia," meaning "aform of speech." By
putting together these two Greek words, you have a new terminology of "a
form of speech sounded repeatedly.” Echolalia means that autistic persons
repeat a speech made by someone else in an involuntary and meaningless way.
People with echolalia may repeat a word, a phrase, or an entire sentence. For
example, if someone said to a person with echolalia, "Have you ever watched
this film?' he or she would respond by repeating the same sentence of "Have
you ever watched this film?* Not only word or sentence but also tone and
accent of a speaker isrepeated as well.

You may regard echolalia as something like a parroting. Echolalia is
observed among patients with Schizophrenia, who suffer a type of mental
disorder in which one loses contact withreality. Echolaliais also observed as a
symptom of some patients who are mentally retarded (with very low
intelligence and poor ability to adapt themselves to new environments).
Echolalia is also part of symptom of autistic patients who fail to establish
personal and social relationships with others and have language disturbances.

5) Positive Aspect of Echolaia

There are two types of echolaia: one is "immediate echolalia" and the
other "delayed echoldlia." Immediate echolalia means that a word or phrase is
repeated immediately after another person speaks. Delayed echolalia means
that echoing of a phrase is uttered after some delay or lapse of time. They will
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start to repeat speeches after hours, days, or weeks pass since they hear them.
For example, autistic persons repeat TV commercias, favorite movie scripts,
or parental scolding whenever they come to mind

However, echolalia is not always a bad sign. It is normal for babies to
display echoldlia, since they imitate sounds and words uttered by others. Thus,
echolalia occurs normally in the process of growing of children. When
echoldia occurs outside of this context, it is considered abnormal.

Around 75% of autistic persons exhibit echolaliain one form and another.
When autistic children use immediate echolalia, they intend to communicate
something with others. If you understand autistic children very well, you come
to understand that they have specific intentions of using echolalia. In case of
immediate echolalia, language information is stored in short-term auditory
memory. In case of delayed echolalia, language information is stored in long-
term auditory memory. Reciting entire scripts, autistic children with delayed
echolalia are occasionally thought to have near-genius intellect.

7. Conclusion

In Generative Grammar, repetitive phenomena of language have never
been discussed. It has been neglected in the academic field. But repetitive
phenomena of language should be studied through researches about a peculiar
language used by autistic children. If the goal of linguistic study is to explain
the nature of human language, the repetitive property observed in the process
of language acquisition should be explored in a more appropriate way.

In Generative Grammar, essential characters of a human language are
creativity, abstractness, and universality. Generative linguists accept that
repetition of phrases and sentences does not reflect the essential character of
human language. Repetitive property has been considered out of the purpose of

the study by linguists.
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However, echolalia is normally observed when babies begin to imitate
sounds and words pronounced by others. Besides, most of autistic children
display echolalia when they want to communicate with others. In another word,
echolalia has been used by autistic children as a substitute for a complete use of
language. Complete use of language is only possible when there is full
interaction between speakers and listeners.

Analyzing Ann's process of developing language, we will discover that
there was a high barrier for her to pronounce sound. No matter how strongly
her family forced her to pronounce aword, she didn't. Her first sound came out
only after she really wanted to make an interaction with her brothers.
Eagerness to interact or to be involved in their activity triggered her to mimic
their sounds and to repeat "YEA" and "NAH" which were used in her brothers
conversation. In this case, echolalia means a sign of communication and asign
of language.

As autistic children have difficulties to cope with something new to them,
they always feel uneasy about how to interact with others, to respond to
something new, and to accept unexpected situations and new information.
These prevent them from innovating use of language. What they can do is only
to repeat memorized expressions again and again.

Potential capacity of children to acquire language is greater than what we
generally suppose. Thisis also true for potential capacity of autistic children. In
order to develop their hidden capacity, we should not neglect their echolalia,
but we should accept it as asign to start to use language and provide them with
proper devices to assist the development of their communication ability.
Echolalia must reflect one of the essential properties of the ability of language
acquisition. Linguists try to pursuit the human nature through the research of
language so far. But echolalia should be paid more attention to and should be
included in the area of linguistic study.
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“| started my professional activity as a neurologist, trying to bring relief to
my neurotic patients.

Under the influence of an older friend and by my own efforts I discovered
some important new facts about the unconscious in psychic life, the role of
instinctual urges and so on.

Out of these findings grew a new science, psychoanalysis, a part of

psychology and a new method of treatment of the neuroses.
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I had to pay heavily for this bit of good luck. People did not believe in my
facts and thought my theories unsavoury.

Resistance was strong and unrelenting.

In the end | succeeded in acquiring a few things and leaving us”"an Inter-

national Psycho-Analytic Association but the struggle is not yet over.”

Sigmund Freud, BBC broadcast recorded at Maresfield Gardens,
7 December 1938.
O Cited in Multimedia from Encarta, Sigmund FreudO
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